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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


In the last number of our Magazine 
we gave an abstract of the Report of 
the London Sunday-School Union.— 
We have read with great care and 
pleasure the proceedings at the Anni- 
versaries, (though the speeches have 
evidently suffered in the hands of the 
reporter,) and have extracted such 
passages as seem to be of general in- 


terest. Dr. Milnor’s remarks, as we 


have published them, have passed un- 
der his revision, 

The custom of assembling at an early 
hour in the morning for anniversary 
services, is peculiar, we believe, to 
Great Britain. 

The services at the annual meeting 
of the London Sunday-School Union 
were attended on Tuesday May 11. 


At six o’clock a very numerous and 
highly respectable company sat down 
to breakfast, and from thence retired 
to the large room, every part of which 
was crowded to suffocation. G. Ben- 
nett, Esq. presided on the occasion. 

Solemn prayer having been offered 
up to Almighty God for his blessing 
upon the Institution, 

The chairman rose and said, that the 
pleasure he felt in being allowed to 
assemble at that early hour, with so 
many fellow-labourers in the cause of 
Christ—in the cause of humanity, ex- 
ceeded his powers of expression. What 
he had seen and heard that morning, 
had carried his recollections back to 
the South Sea Islands, where it was 
the perpetual order of the day to as- 
semble at sunrise, for the purpose of 
instructing the youthful mind, of read- 
ing the Word of God, and communi- 
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cating the principles of Divine Truth 
—<duties which were always preceded 
by a song of praise. 

This metropolis always appeared to 
hima busy scene. He had returned 
home from parts of the world where 
there was a great paucity of inhabitants 
compared with the city of London. 
London reminded him of a vast bee- 
hive, where all were labourers—but, 
alas! it was impossible to avoid seeing 
that there were many poison-making 
bees among those labourers. On the 
present occasion, however, he rejoiced 
to see before him a multitude of ho- 
ney-making bees in the Christian hive, 
all industriously employed in_ that 
which sweetened society wherever 
their influence extended. That influ- 
ence had extended over a considera- 
ble portion of the earth; and through 
the blessing of God on the exertions 
of missionaries, many of the darkest 
parts of the world had become en- 
lightened and christianized. He must 
bear his decided testimony in favour 
of Sabbath-Schools; for it was an un- 
deniable fact, that the most successful, 
the most devoted, and the most humble 
missionaries, had formerly been Sun- 
day-School teachers (applause), and 
many of them Sunday-School scholars. 
The same testimony could be borne to 
the wives of missionaries. He had en- 
deavoured to charge his recollection 
with a single instance where the wife 
of a missionary, who had received her 
religious instruction in a Sunday-school, 
was not co-operating to the extent of 
her abilities in promoting the interests 
of piety ; but no such instance occur- 
red to his mind. 


Mr. Lloyd, one of the Secretaries, 
then read an abstract of the Report, 
which gave a sketch of the state of 
Sunday-Schools in France, Germany, 
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Malta, New South Wales, 
man’s land, 
United States of America, Canada, 


Van Die- 


Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and the | 


West Indies. [And asketch of which 
we published in our last number. ] 
The Rev. J. Blackburne moved the 
adoption of the Report, &c. &c. The 
establishment of the Sunday-School 
Mission he regarded to be a new era 
in Sunday-School history ; and while 
he most sincerely congratulated the 
agent on what had already been the 
result of his labours, he predicted still 
greater usefulness. When he (Mr. B.) 
entered upon the duties of the pastoral 
office in a county distinguished cer- 
tainly for intelligence (Essex), he 
found that there was no Sunday-School 
connected with the chapel. He made 
it one of the stipulations in taking the 
charge of the flock, that a Sunday- 
School should be founded. There 
was asecond point in the Report which 
he had heard with great interest, and 
that was the subject of the jubilec. 
He trusted that God would spare his 
life to see the 14th September, 1831, 
that he might rejoice with those who 
would rejoice in what God had done 
for this country through the instru- 
mentality of Sunday-Schools. Let 
every one who had a doubt upon that 
subject read “ Foster’s Essays on Popu- 
lar Ignorance,” and he would see that 
the establishment of Sunday-Schools 
was the period when light began to be 
extensively diffused. He trusted that 
every congregation would seek to 
adopt the idea thrown out in the Re- 
port, by which the Sabbath would be 
devoted to Bible instruction. That 
mode had been adopted in the New 
England States of 
trusted it would be adopted here. But 
the question naturally arose, were the 
teachers prepared for such a a change ? 
Were they prepared to occupy four or 
five hours on the 
expounding God’s work? Had not 
the teachers much to learn, in order 


to the children? He congratulated 
the committee on the discrimination 
they had shown in asking the Rev. H. 
F. Burder to write the address on Bi- 
ble classes. He hoped that every 
teacher would form a Bible class. He | 


Cape of Good Hope, the 


- children, without shoes, and 
- without clothing, were never likely 


| children. 
| Society had seen the greatest benefit 
| resulting (as many around him could 
_ testify) from those local schools. 





| his mind—first, 





America, and he | 





Sabbath in simply | 


| prejudiced mind, 
|| Sunday-School instruction was abso- 

| Iytely necessary for the information ot 

| the public mind onthe great subject 


had found some of the most de lightful 
feelings of his heart realized in the 
formation of Bible classes. He had, 
from those who formed two Bible 
classes in his congregation, experi- 
enced the most affectionate regard - 
and if his brethren in the ministry, 


|| who had not hitherto made the expe- 


riment, would adopt the plan, the 
would find it throw an increased ener 
gy into Sabbath-School labours. Hi. 
would not trespass long on the patienc: 
of the meeting, but he must beg per 
mission to advert to another subject, 


_ namely, the formation of local schools. 


His connexion with the Christian In- 
struction Society constantly impresse:! 


' upon his mind the necessity of local 


instruction. Poor, ragged, squalid 


almost 


to mingle in those respectable esta- 
blishments, which were now formed 
for Sunday-Schools; and he, therefore, 


_ entreated the teachers to look out fo 


rooms in the very localities of those 
The Christian Instruction 


The Rey. J. Pyer, (from Manches- 
ter), said he had been introduced as 4 
clerical character, but he was, in fact, 
a Sunday-School teacher. Had it not 
been for that circumstance, he must 
have yielded to that nervousness which 
he feit coming over him, when he was 
called upon to stand before the meet 
ing that morning. While reflecting 


| upon the object for which they were 


convened, two questions had arisen in 
what necessity was 
there for Sunday-Schools? and, se- 
condly, had Sunday-Schools been o! 
any essential benefit in this or an) 
other land? It might appear strange 
to put such questions to such an a 

dience; but it must be remembere: 

that what was said there would ern 


| forth to the world, and the public a! 


| large would hear of the transactions 0! 
to fit them for occupying that portion || 


of time in imparting such information | 


that morning. He would bring before 
the meeting facts, which, to every un 
would show that 


as well 4s 


He hel 


of correct moral principles, 
| the value of the human soul 
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in his hand a book of tracts, containing 
one from which he would read a short 
extract. The tract was written by the 
ordinary of Newgate, and stated that, 
observing twelve young men in that 
part of the chapel appropriated to 
condemned criminals, much better 
dressed than was customary under 
such circumstances, his attention was 
drawn towards them, and he observed 
that not one of them took up the pray- 
er-book. He made it his business to 
see them on the following day, when 
he found that none of them were able 
to read. ‘The ordinary concluded his 
tract by observing that he generally 


found criminals in the darkest state of 


ignorance; that the rising generation 
could not be rendered worse by being 
instructed to read, and therefore it was 
their duty to communicate instruction, 
and leave the result to God. (Cheers. ) 
Hence the first proposition was made 
clear. In reference to the second 
point, Whether Sunday-Schools hat 
been of any essential benefit, in this or 
other lands, the Rev. Gentleman ob- 
served, that he would refer to facts, 
which he doubted not would be more 
rratifying to the meeting than a pro- 
sing speech. He remem ‘bered visiti ing 
the district of Kingswood, near Bristol, 
where he found from cight to nine 
hundred families all engaged in the 
coal works. No means were employed 
for the moral and religious instruction 
of that people, and though within five 
miles of the far-famed city of Bristol, 
the land of Goshen so far as regarded 
the enjoyment of Gospel privileges, 
the people were liter ally perishing for 
lack of knowledge. Himself and 
iriemls commenced their labours by 
preaching in the open air. They then 
established Sunday-Schools, and 270 
children immediately enrolled them. 
selves. From a wish expressed by the 
parents, an Adult School was forme d, 
and 70 persons, whose ages varic d 
trom 29 to 80 years, immediately at- 
tended. It being found necessary to 
raise funds for the support ¢ of the 
chools, an application was made to the 
o— ers themselves, who cheerfully 
bscribed their shilling, or whatev r 
hey could afford. They then applied 
to several gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood, among whom was a magistrate. 
After liste ning with great pleas ire to 
their statement, he (the magistrate) 














Relizious Education in Great Britain. 291 


oo 


expressed his higrhe st approbation of 
the exertions that had been made, and 
added that for fifteen years not a sin- 
gle session occurred in which there 
were not some prisoners for trial from 
that neighbourhood; but within the 
last twelve months, not a —_— com- 
mitment had taken place. (Appk use.) 
He attributed the change entirely to 

3 of Sunday-School instruc- 


| 
4) 


. Te 
uiec Fesul 


tion; and, therefore, cheerfully con- 
tributed towards the promotion of the 
object ; Subs que ntly te that period, 


a Bible Soc ie ty had been formed, and 
another Sabbath-School ope ned. The 
Rev. Gentleman, after narrating ano- 
ther anecdote, equally illustrative of 
the beneficial results arising from Sun- 
day-School instruction, concluded by 
consideration of the 
‘the necessity of establishing 


§ 
connexion with Sab- 


urs ging upon the 
mce ting 
Infant-schools in 
bath-Schools. 
The Rey. Dr. Milnor of New York, 
said, that among all the benevolent 
objects that engaged the attention of 
Christians, was more valuable 
than Sunday-Schools. So universal, 
indeed, was the feeling in their favour, 
that they had no ene mies except the 
enemies of Christ and his religion; and 
as they were the enemics of e very thing 
oor 1, the y were the enemies of Sunday 
Schools. Even the Roman Catholics 
had established Sunday-Schools, and 
though in them he feared the children 
were little but the intolerant 
and dogmas of their own 
church, that, perhaps, was better than 
that they should run like vagabonds 
about the streets. The eflects of 
Sunday-School instruction in America 
had been most rem: In New 
York, where he resided, the streets 
used to be crowded with ragged and 
idle children, engaged in all manner of 
wickedness, few of them attending a 
place of religious worship; but now 
not many would be met on Sunday in 
the streets, who were not either going 
to, or returning from a place of wor- 
ship. Such, d, were the benefits 
had arisen from this source, that 
those whose philanthropy had 
nothing 7 view but the improvement 
of the social state of man, were now 
co-operating with them, not for the 
purpose of imparting religious know- 
ledge so much as because they thus 
ecure the peace and happiness of civil 


none 


taught 
corrupt 


irkable. 


mice 


that 
even 
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society. 


members of the London Society. 
effect of such interchanges of fellow- 
ship and communion would be, he ho- 
ped, to cement a bond of union be- 
tween the two nations, and make the 
policy of their governments more pa- 
cific towards each other than hereto- 
fore. The results of constant inter- 
communication, not only of Sunday- 
Schools, but of all other religious in- 
stitutions in England and America, 
would be to allay any bitterness of 
feeling that might exist—though he 
hoped that there was exceedingly little 
of it—between the two countries. If 
there be any two countries on the face 
of the earth that ought to be bound to- 
gether by the bonds of fraternal affec- 
tion, they were the United States of 
America and Great Britain. We speak 
the same language; we have the same 
common Christianity; and both our go- 
vernments, though differing in some 
of their forms, are based on the same 
principle; and both enjoy a Protestant 
constitution. The sentiment which 
he had advanced was gaining more 
and more in American, as well as in 
British bosoms. ‘The American Sun- 
day-School Union was established in 
the State of Pennsylvania, in 1824, 
Not that Sunday-Schools had not ex- 
isted long before, but they had not, 
till that period, concentrated their 
energies into one focus. The Union 
had in its board of managers members 
of seven different persuasions. The 
object it had in view was the planting 
of Sunday-Schools wherever there was 

population. In May last, they had 
5,901 schools, 52,663 teachers; and 
349,200 scholars. Since its establish- 
ment, they had distributed 6,000,000 
of reward books, and other publica- 
tions. ‘The next fact was a most plea- 
sing one, and he understood that it had, 
to a great extent, been realized in this 
country; they had no hired teachers in 
America; all the compensation they 
received was, the satisfaction of their 
own minds. In all places their schools 
were conducted by well qualified per- 
sons, and children of al] classes attend - 
ed them. In the original establishment 
of these institutions, they were con- 
sidered by many as adapted merely 


The Rev. Gentleman then 
read the resolution of the Sunday- | 
School Union in America, commis- | 
sioning him to represent them to _ | 
The | 








for the lowest classes. Had it been 
so, they would soon have found that 
anomalous state of things arising, in 
which the poor would have been bet- 
ter informed on religious subjects than 
the rich. This was not to be brooked: 


| a holy emulation was excited in the 


minds of parents, and the beneficial 
and heavenly influences of Sabbath- 
School instruction had been enjoyed 
equally by all-—by the rich as well as 
by the poor. ‘lhe American Sunday- 
School Union, within the last ten 
months, had experienced a regular 
increase, both in its receipts and in 
its expenditures; and from its first esta- 
blishment, five years ago, 9,758 scho- 
lars had made a public profession of 
religion. ‘This was indeed a glorious 
harvest for the Lord, and would form 
a theme of joy for ever. He had the 
distinguished honour of being the pre- 
sident of the Sunday-School Union ot 
New York, and each revolving year 
he had no greater pleasure than to 
meet the children of the schools in that 
condition. On this very day would be 
assembled in Castle Garden, in the city 
of New York, more than 10,000 chil- 
dren, whom it had often been his hap- 
piness to address, and whose delight- 
ful voices, lifted up in praise for bene- 

fits bestowed upon them, and in sup- 
plication for their teachers, had as often 
gladdened his heart. Something had 

been said about the secular employ- 
ment of the Sabbath in Sunday-School 
instruction, but he would just state, 
that in America they had at first been 
driven to the necessity of teaching on 
the Lord’s day the art of reading, or of 
abandoning their Sunday-Schools. In 
the middle and northern States, in- 

deed, the local legislatures had made 
such ample provision for the instruc- 

tion of every child in the common ele- 

ments of learning, as now to enable 
Sunday-School teachers to confine 
themselves to scriptural instruction. In 
New York there were eleven large 
schools, each containing from 300 to 
500 children, who were taught the 
rudiments of ordinary education. He 
was happy to say that there were no 
slaves in New York--the spirit o! 
emancipation had been too prevalent 
there, and every black man was 4s 

free as his white neighbour. In the 

southern States there were many 
slaves, who, on escaping from bondage, 
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or being manumitted by benevolent 
masters, were forced to seek an asylum 
with them in the northern States. It 
had been their object to redeem them 
from their unhappy ignorance of Christ 
and his religion. Sunday-Schools had 
been established, and they had re- 
ceived into them blacks at the ad- 
vanced ages of sixty, seventy, or 
eighty years, who were now able to 
read the word of God. It must greatly 
astonish those West India proprietors 
who had denounced them as an infe- 
rior race of men, and possessed of no 
capacities for instruction, to find that 
not only were their little children able 
to take instruction, but also that aged 
blacks, who had passed their youth in 
slavery, were receiving lessons at the 
hands of their teachers, and becoming 
wise unto salvation. Dr. Milnor then 
observed that the schools which he 
had enumerated, were not the only 
schools existing in America. The 
Wesleyan Methodists had a_ large 
Union of their own, which was very 
numerous and efficient. ‘The Episco- 
palians had likewise formed a Union, 
but, though he was an Episcopalian, 
the schools of his congregation having 
been previously connected with the 
American Sunday School Union, con- 
tinued in that connexion ; believing 
that as they were united in the Bible 
Society, and united in the Tract Soci- 
ety, there was no reason why they 
should not unite heart and hand in the 
promotion of Sunday-Schools.* 

The Rey. Dr. P. Smith trusted that 
he should be indulged while he ex- 
pressed some feelings which had been 
excited in his mind since he had en- 
tered that room. ‘The addresses pre- 
viously delivered had not been charac- 
terised by speculation, but consisted 
of facts; and he could not be insensi- 
ble to the association of facts which 
arose in his mind from the circum- 
stance of his friend and townsman oc- 
cupying the chair. The chairman 
must permit him to say, that they had 
known each other for years, and under 





* It is well understood, that a large number 
of the schools connected with the Episcopal and 
Methodist denominations, are auxiliary to the 
Am. 8. S. Union. And that while both these 
denominations participate fully in the manage- 
ment of the Socicty’s affairs, they furuish some 
of its most active, liberal and ardent friends, 
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very different circumstances to those 
in which they had now met. (Hear, 
hear.) The chairman was, in his (Dr. 
S’s.) imagination, in all the vigour of 
a military officer. They were formerly 
members of the same reading society. 
The Rev. Dr. then referred to Mr. 
James Montgomery, the poet, and to 


another gentleman, all of whom were. 


connected with the same literary so- 
ciety, and traced up their first reli- 
gious impressions to hearing the chil- 
dren taught in the late Rev. Mr, Bow- 
den’s Sunday-School in Sheffield. 

Mr. J. R. Wilson, the Sunday-School 
Missionary, in seconding the resolution, 
observed that in rising to address so 
numerous and respectable an assem- 
bly, his excellent friend from Man- 
chester might well feel the nervous- 
ness of which he complained, Happily 
for himself (Mr. W.) he was not trou- 
bled with it; and he might say with 
propriety, as an elderly lady once ob- 
served, ‘**that she was born before 
nerves came into fashion.” (Laugh- 
ter and applause.) Before proceeding 
further, he begged to ask the chairman 
what time would be allowed him to 
speak; as, upon the subject of Sunday- 
Schools, he dare not trust to himself. 
This was the age of condensation; 
every thing now, whether spoken or 
written, to be heard or read with pa- 
tience, must be brief and to the point. 
The Secretary, Mr. Lloyd, had set one 
good example, in the condensation of 
the report, the details of which re- 
minded him of a despatch sent by a gal- 
lant admiral, after a signal naval victo- 
ry, in the reign of Geo. H., which was 
to this effect--that on a certain day in 
such a latitude, ‘‘He had met with 
the enemy, and had blown up, sunk, 
and destroyed as per margin,” adding 
alist of the ships, and signing his name. 
(Applause and Laughter. ) 

The Rev. C. M‘llyaine, (from Ame- 
rica), moved the next resolution, and 
assured the meeting, that however 
America had been blessed by God in 
many points connected with the spi- 
ritual welfare of its inhabitants, there 
were others in which this country took 
a most decided lead. He particularly 
noticed Sabbath-School instruction, 
tract distribution, and the efforts made 
by the Christian Instruction Society, 
and earnestly entreated that a depu- 
tation might be sent from this country 
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to America, for the purpose of mn- 
parting information upon these impor- 
tant subjects. After confirming the 
above statements of his colleague, 
(the Rev. Dr. Milnor,) relative to the 
progress of education in America, he 
concluded by relating several anec- 
dotes illustrative of the moral effects 
resulting from the diffusion of religious 
knowledge. 

The Rev. Dr. Bennett moved the 
next resolution, to the effect, that the 
proceedings of the past year, showed 
that the Sunday-School mission was 
calculated to promote the interests of 
the Union throughout the kingdom. 
It was a glance at eternity which cre- 


ated the impulse in Sunday-School | 


teachers, and kept the whole machi- 
nery in motion. He was reminded that 
the most sublime work of the Creator 
was not simply creating, but illumi- 
nating the world; for what was it 
merely to make a world, without form 
and void, and covered with darkness? 
it was when God said, ** Let light be, 
and light was,” that the glory of his 
works burst forth, and we exclaimed— 


** ‘These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this universal frame, 
fair; thyself 


‘Thus wondrous how wondrous 


then ! 


The Rev. S. Wilson, from Malta, 
seconded the resolution. The Rev. 
gentleman commenced his observa- 
tions by remarking upon the length of 
some of the speeches that had been 
made, and especially on some of the 
exordiums to them. He said that some 
of these had reminded him of the con- 
duct of a literary man, who had writ- 
ten a preface of sixty-nine pages and a 
half to prove that no preface was ne- 
cessary. (Laughter.) The speaker 
then adverted to his resolution, and 
said, that coming from that rock where 
Paul was wrecked, and having stood 
on the very spot at Athens where that 
great Apostle had stood, when he be- 
gan that admirable sermon—*‘ Ye men 
of Athens, L perceive that in all things 
ye are too supe rstitious;”’ coming from 

i land so distant, I may call myself 
‘ wes ‘dl upon, not to philosophise or 
theorise, but to detail one or two sim- 
ple facts—facts designed to bear tes- 
timony to substantiate the importance 
of the labours of the Sunday-School 
Union, and those connected with it. 


‘es 




















He wished to speak a word for Greece, 
which was dear to his heart, and as he 
believed that he should soon return to 
that interesting people, he would be 
deprived of advocating their cause 
with his voice. Greece was now rising 
into importance. England, France, 
and Russia, had, by their influence, 
said to Greece, ** ‘Thou shalt be free!”’ 
Now, then, the Sunday-School teachi- 
ers and Missionaries must go forth and 
say, ‘If the Son of man shall make 
you free, you shall be free indeed.” 
(Cheers.) The Greeks themselves 
were extremely anxious for science, 
and he found that Pog were many 
benevolent friends in England who 
were collecting wating sums of money 
to promote in Greece, not religion, but 
science. He was not an enemy to sci- 
ence, but he would say, that if Greece 
should become as eminent in science 
as in ancient days; if she knew all the 
plants and herbs in her wild and beauti- 
ful fields, what would it avail her if she 
knew nothing of the root of Jesse ’ 
If she could number and name all the 
stars in the fields of light, what would 
it avail her if she knew not the star of 
Jacob ? It was to advocate the cause 
of Greece that he had risen, and he 
would, therefore, proceed to relate a 
few facts, to show how far the exertions 
of the Christian churches were neces- 
sary to serve the real interests of 
Greece, and the adjoining islands. The 
Rev. gentleman then detailed a num- 
ber of striking and affecting anecdotes, 
illustrative of the ignorance and super- 
stition of the people of Greece and 
Malta, and argued that they showed 
the necessity for Sunday-Schools in the 
Mediterranean, to raise the prostrate 
mind and degraded energies of the 
people. But if education was thus 
needed abroad, he asked, how it was to 
be afforded? It was part of God’s 
governance of the church and _ the 
world to make use of second causes. 
Missionaries must go forth, and schools 
must be established, but neither could 
be done unless the means were pro- 
vided. There must—in plain English 
—there must be money; there could 
be no realization of that grand object— 
glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace and good-will toward man, 
without the prayers and contributions 
of the Christian public. 
The Rey. Mr. Farrar felt persuaded 
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that it was within the scope of the in- 
tentions of the gentlemen upon whom 
the getting up of that meeting had de- 
volved, to recommend by a detail of 
matters of fact, a recommendation 
which some time ago emanated from 
the Committee of the Sunday-School 
Union, on the subject of Bible classes. 
(Hear.) Asan individual he felt much 
indebted to the gentlemen of that Com- 
mittee for their suggestions. They 
had recalled his mind to a subject 
from which he feared it had been long 
too much estranged. It had just been 
stated that Bible classes existed in Lan- 
cashire sixteen years ago; he (Mr. F.) 
did not know that to have been the 
fact, but he recollected that many 
years since he had himself remarked 
the want of aconnecting link between 
the Sunday-School and the Church in 
his own congregation; and from the 
remark he had been led to attempt to 
supply it. A Bible class appeared the 
thing to form that {connecting link, 
and hence he had been led to its for- 
mation. This was about ten years 
since, and the result had been, that 
out of seventeen persons who joined 
the class, nine became members of the 
Church, and most of them remained at 
the present day as ornaments of the 
Christian profession. (Cheers.) He 
was encouraged by the recollection of 
this circumstance, to hope that the 
adoption of Bible classes would be at- 
tended with similar results in future; 
and being thus encouraged, he was 
himself determined to re-adopt them 
immediately. He had already signified 
his intention to that effect, and had, 
within two or three days, received the 
names of several who were desirous to 
avail themselves of the advantages 
which they promised. 


The Rev. Mr. Hewlett, of Newbury, 
seconded the resolution in a short 
speech, in which he urged upon his 
brethren in the ministry the adoption 
of Bible classes. If they wished to 
see the members of their churches in- 
creased, Sunday-School instructors 
multiplied, and souls converted to be- 
come effective labourers in the vine- 
yard of Christ, they would not disre- 
gard these as one of the most powerful 
means, under God, of effeeting these 
things. 


The Chairman after a short time 











announced that 50/. had been raised; 
and the Meeting, after singing 


“ Praise God from whom all blessings flow,” 


separated, evidently much delighted 
by the proceedings of the morning. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL SOCIETY. 

The Forty-fourth Annual Meeting 
of the Society for the Support and 
Encouragement of Sunday-Schools 
throughout the British dominions, was 
held April 28. The most noble the 
Marquis of CHotmonnetery in the 
Chair. This Society was established 
Sept. 7, 1785, immediately after the 
success of Mr. Raikes was made known 
through the Gentleman’s Magazine, at 
that time the most popular and widely 
circulated journal in England. Its 
establishment occasioned the following 
remark from William Foz, in a letter 
to Mr. Raikes, Sept. 2, 1785:—** The 
fire which you had the honour to light 
up in Gloucester having now reached 
the Metropolis, will, I trust, never be 
extinguished but with the ignorance of 
every individual throughout the king- 
dom.” 

The object of the Sunday-School 
Society is distinct from the Sunday- 
School Union, and seems to be to aid 
Schools by donations, and not to esta- 
blish them, or furnish the means of 
establishing them. We suppose, how- 
ever, from the following remark in a 
speech by Mr. Wilson,a Sunday-School 
Missionary, at the Sunday-School 
Union Anniversary, that a union of the 
two societies is considered by some to 
be desirable. 


“‘He (Mr. W.) had often contem- 
plated the state of the two Societies 
in this kingdom—he meant the Sun- 
day-School Society and the Sunday- 
School Union. The former, though 
wealthy, doling out its few hundred 
pounds worth of beoks annually to 
poor schools, and occasionally assisting 
individuals in establishing a few new 
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schools; but neglecting to use the only | 


legitimate machinery for providing 
every part of the kingdom with schools. 


And on the other hand, the Sunday- | 
School Union, willing and anxious to | 


employ the means, but unable to do 
so from its limited resources. Alas! 
that the two Societies, having the 
same objects, should not unite their 
means and energies to accomplish so 
gtorious awork! ‘ Oh that he might 
be permitted to publish the banns of 
marriage between them that morning"’ 
He was confident no one present would 
feel disposed to ‘forbid the banns,’ 
even on the grounds of their being 
‘too nearly related!’ (Applause and 
laughter.) Were this ‘ consummation 
so devoutly to be wished’ realised, how 
rapidly would Sunday-Schools spread 
into every neglected village of our 
country, while all other benevolent in- 
stitutions would follow in their train.’ 


The following resolutions were pass- 
ed, which, with the extracts from 
speeches, will give the reader a very 
good idea of the design and efficiency 
of the Society. 


Resolved, That the grateful acknow- 
ledgements of this Society are due to 
the Committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, for their truly 
liberal resolution of October last, to 
furnish an unlimited supply of Bibles 
and Testaments to this Society at about 
half the regular price; which measure, 
although in operation for only the last 
six months, may be considered equiva- 
lent toa donation of 321/, 3s. 4d. to 
the Sunday-School cause, 

Resolved, That this meeting rejoices 
to observe a growing conviction among 
all classes of the Christian community, 
of the value and importance of the 
gratuitous religious instruction of the 
young by means of Sunday-Schools, 
and that clergymen and ministers of 
various denominations are striving to 
train up a more efficient body of 
teachers, by the establishment of Bible 


classes, for the younger members of | 


their congregation. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson read the 
Report. 

* After expressing the gratitude of 
the Committee to Almighty God for 
the success which had attended their 














exertions, the report proceeds to state 
that, with a view to render the ele 
mentary classes in Sunday-Schools 
more extensively useful, the commit- 
tee have adopted the class-books re 
cently published by a kindred institu- 
tion, (Sunday-School Union) which 
appear to them eminently calculated 
to secure attention, enlarge the un- 
derstanding, and improve the youthful 
mind. 

‘‘It affords them the highest satis 
faction to observe a manifest increase 
in the number of Scripture readers in 
Sunday-Schools; and they cherish the 


| most pleasing anticipations from the 
| circumstance, that where the means of 
| acquiring an acquaintance with the art 
_ of reading and spelling are attainable 
_ during the week, the engagements of 


the teachers are now rendered as 


| strictly of a religious character as pos- 


sible. 

‘“*The general distribution of Sun 
day-Schools, in reference to the sacred 
Scriptures, has imposed on the com- 


| mittee the necessity either of render- 


ing very inadequate supplies, or of ex 
ceeding the income of the Society to 
such an extent as to endanger its ex- 
istence. Urged, therefore, by the im- 
perative claims of the young on the 
one hand, and feeling the deepest so- 
licitude for the permanent usefulness 
of the Institution on the other, they 
addressed the Committee of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society in Oc- 


| tober last, for permission to purchase 


Bibles and Testaments at a reduced 
price; and they have to report with a 
promptness of generosity worthy that 
noble institution, a resolution was im- 
mediately passed to supply this Society 
with any number of Bibles and Testa- 
ments at about half the cost price. 
The Committee are thus enabled to 
afford an abundant supply of the Scrip- 
tures to every school requiring assist- 
ance. 
“ During the year we have distributed 

7,405 Testaments, and 1,901 Bibles. 

‘‘The number of schools assisted 
during the year is 404, containing 
37,197 scholars; of this number 157 
schools had been assisted by the Soci- 
ety at former periods. 

** It cannot be less interesting to the 
subscribers generally, than it is to the 
committee, to perceive that the num- 
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ber of Testaments granted during the || 
past year, is nearly equal to those for- | 


merly distributed in three years, while 
the Bibles exceed in number those 
previously distributed in eight years ; 


; 
if 
if 
| 


and notwithstanding the reduction in | 


price, the committee have expended 
in the purchase of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures alone, the sum of 5622. 3s. 8d. 

‘*Closely identified with the suc- 
cess of the Christian ministry as Sun- 
day-Schools are, the committee exult 
in the widely extending conviction that 
a Christian Church is incomplete until 
its members have complied with the 
injunction of the Chief Shepherd, by 
providing for the lambs of the flock. 
Nor are they less interested in per- 
ceiving the solicitude manifested by 
ministers to raise the intellectual stand- 
ard of Sunday-School teachers, by con- 
ducting them in paths of knowledge 
with which they are unacquainted; and 
by regarding them as fellow-helpers 
in the work of the Lord, imparting to 
them those treasures of divine wisdom 
which theirown more frequent oppor- 
tunities for study have enabled them 
to possess. 

‘In conclusion, the committee urge 
every member of their society to in- 
creased diligence in promoting the 
cause of Sunday-Schools wherever his 
influence extends, and to unite in sup- 
plicating Him from whom all holy de- 





sires, all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed, that every teacher | 
in their various schools may be 

“In duty prompt, obey its every call, 

And watch, and weep, and pray, and feel for all; 
And as a bird each fond endearment tries 

To tempt its new fledg’d offspring to the skies, 
Still try each art, reprove each dull delay, 

Allure to brighter worlds, and lead the way.” 


The Rev. John Wilson said he was 
a debtor to the cause of humanity and 
religion, and should always feel him- 
self particularly indebted to this So- 
ciety for the assistance he had derived 
from it, in the impoverished corner of 
the country in which he had lived, and 
for aid rendered to him in the supply 
of books for his school, since he had 
been in town. He was at a loss to 
know where to find a Christian minis- 
ter, or, indeed, any other person in 
this country, from the cottage to the 
throne, who was not under obligations 
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| 
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every class, and even the stability of 
the throne itself, depended on the 
education of the poor, which had been 
mainly promoted by the zealand piety 
of those who had combined their ener- 
gies for the purpose of instituting and 
supporting schools for those whose pa- 
rents were not able to provide the 
means of their acquiring the elements 
of knowledge. Sunday-Schools he 
regarded as a most powerful instru- 
ment in the hand of God to promote 
the great ends of the Christian minis- 
try. No congregation could, in his 
opinion, be considered as properly or- 
ganized, until there was a Sunday- 
School attached to it. ‘The Rev. gen- 
tleman proceeded to recommend those 
who had the power to give money to 
promote the great objects in view, in 
order that no part of their charity 
might be taken by the government in 
legacy duty, and to express his sense 
of the obligations which all owed to 
those excellent persons who devoted 
their time and energies to the business 
of teaching. Engaging in this work 
from love to their great Master, and 
conferring unspeakable benefits on 
society, they might be regarded as the 
most honoured and the most happy of 
human beings, since they were fellow- 
workers with God. Let it never be 
forgotten that the knowledge which 
the Society diffused was not that which 
puffeth up, but that which humbleth. 
(Applause. ) 

The Rev, John Pyer, city missionary, 
said that Sunday-Schools had increased 
amazingly in Manchester and its vi- 
cinity. In 1821 an examination was 
made, which proved that a great por- 
tion of the population were without 
any elementary instruction; and al- 
though great efforts had been made 
since that time, and the most happy 
results had arisen from them, yet a 
feared that many were still wo tok 
The Reverend Gentleman then alluded 
to the extraordinary liberality which 
some individuals at Manchester had 
manifested in the cause of foreign mis- 
sions, and expressed his conviction, 
that the contributors had not rendered 
more than was accordant with what 
they had received; but that Christians 
in general rendered much less. The 
poor made great and noble exertions 


tothe Society; for the well-being of || every where, but it did not appear to 
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him that the rich deprived themselves 
of any of their luxuries, or, indeed, of 
any of those comforts to which they 
were accustomed. When they came 
to the scriptural rule, they would be 
willing to give their all for the glory 
of God and the good of man, and 
that they must do before they could 
hope that ‘‘ the kingdoms of the world 
would become the kingdoms of the 
Lord and of his Christ.” 

The Rev. Thomas Harding said, he 
was a country curate, who ought to 
know something about Sunday -schools, 


ti 
| 
} 
| 
i 
' 
! 


her own state, as the result of the 
prayers of her own child, who was so 
anxious to awaken a sense of religion 
in her parent’s mind, that she would 


| write passages of Scripture on slips of 


TT 


paper, and leave them in different 
parts of the room, in the hope of at- 
tracting her mother’s attention, be- 
cause she knew she neglected the Holy 
Scriptures. (Hear, hear.) The mo. 
ther used frequently to scold her for 


| doing it, but as she since has said, the 


| more angry and unjust she was to her 


and something, blessed be God, he did | 


know. He knew a lovely child eight 
ge of age who had been removed 

y death, when her spirit was fitted 
for heaven, through the instruction 
she had received at a Sunday-School. 
He had sat beside the sick-bed of a 
young woman, who had received her 
first religious impressions at a Sunday- 
School. He was assisted by some in 
his own school who had been them- 
selves first instructed in a Sunday- 
School. 
fore, to thank the Society for the aid 
which they had not only rendered but 
still offered to render to the whole 
country. The order, cleanliness, and 
comfort of those villages in which Sun- 
day-Schools were established, as com- 
pared with those in which they did not 


mend them to the support of all who 
wished well to their country. He 
knew some villages in which the very 
first songs of praise on the Sabbath 
morning were heard from the cottage 
in which the Sabbath-School was held. 
‘heir inmates were the most constant 
attendants on public worship. 

The Rev. Mr. Day described in very 
affecting terms the situation of two 
parishes which were placed under his 
care, in one of which he resided, and 
by means of his school he had been 
enabled to confer great benefits on the 
whole population; whereas, in the 
other, where no school was establish- 
ed, and there was no resident minister, 
the people continued in a very igno- 
rant and unhappy state. Many persons 
had, to his knowledge, been brought 
to feel concern about the state of their 
own souls through the instructions of 
theixy children; and one poor woman 
in particular was led to inquire into 


He thought it right, there- | 





_ child, the more affectionate and de. 


voted she became; and thus was she 


_ at last won by the perseverance and 


the Christian spirit of her of whom 
she ought to have been the example 
and the ¢ wide. 

The Rey. Mr. Lewis of Brecknock- 
shire, stated that the most eminent 
Christians in the Welch congregations 
had been trained in the Sunday- 
Schools, and he was well convinced 
that all which was necessary to ushe1 
in the millennium was an increase oi 
pious, intelligent, and devoted Sun- 
day-Schoolteachers. The fields were 
white unto the harvest, and all that 
seemed requisite was an increase of 
labourers to be sent forth by the Lord 
of the harvest, to gather it in. Schools 
in Wales contained persons of all ages, 


| and many grey-headed men were in 
exist, was of itself sufficient to recom- | 


the habit of attending them. 

CharlesOwen, Esq., Barrister, fron 
Nova Scotia, bore testimony to the im- 
portant results which had been pro- 
duced in that country by Sunday 
Schools, owing to the example of Br- 
tish Christians. 

Three legacies are reported as hav- 
ing been left to the Society during the 
year, amounting in all to nearly $5000 





RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN IREBAND. 

The Secretary of the Sunday- 
School Society for Ireland, Hartstonge 
Robinson, Esq., has been kind enough 
to send us a great variety of interest- 
ing documents respecting the progress 
of Christian Education in that country. 
The various reports from the county) 
auxiliary societies, each accompanied 
with a complete lithographic map, 
showing the location of every school, 
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evince a very aan system of op- || formed. In this city there have been 

é : ‘| established, within litthe more than a 
CeRees. year, nine Parochial Associations, and 
besides a number of children, nearly 
seven hundred adults have been 
brought under scriptural instruction. 
In the county and city of Cork, like 
measures continue to proceed with 
vigour; and in the city alone, between 
five and six hundred adults have been 
brought into attendance upon Sunday- 
Schools, 

**A clergyman from the North of 
Ireland has lately informed us, that in 
his neighbourhood nearly one thou- 
sand children, who, twelve months 
ago, spent their Sabbaths in idleness 
or vice, are now enjoying the benefits 
of Sunday-School instruction, These 
facts, we trust, will prove interesting 


The most interesting facts which 
these documents disclose, will be found 
concisely stated, in Mr. Robinson’s 
letter. And we have subjoined some 


highly entertaining and _ instructive 
paragraphs from the address made at 
the twentieth anniversary of the Soci- 


ety, April 21. ‘hey were reported 
for The Warder, a Dublin paper, from 
which we extract them. 


Sunday School Society for lreland, 16, Upper 
Sackville strect, Dublin, May 27, 1830. 

‘©We had the pleasure last July to 

forward you some reports with other 


papers of our Soc iety, which we hope | to you, and m: ‘iy Serve, in some Mmea- 
reached you—and an opportunity ha- || Sure, to exe emplify the present state of 
ving just now offered, through a per- || Our Society’s proceedings. But though 


son about to embark for New York, such ¢ circumstances are encouraging, 
we hasten to make up a small parcel and call for much thankfulness, there 
of the last year’s report, and some late || 4% Many obstacles still opposed to the 
extracts of correspondence, and re. || PPOstess of scriptural knowledge, and 
gret, from the shortness of the notice, the free circulation of the word of 
anal being able to write more at length. God in this country. But that which 
You will perceive that we have had || "Ow letteth shall, we trust, be taken 
an increase during the last year of 155 || out of the way; the people that sit in 
schools, 10,906 scholars, and 1,157 || “darkness shall, e’er long, we indulge 
gratuitous teachers, making in the the hope, come to the light, and Ire- 
whole, connected with our Society, on land, blessed in the enjoyment of her 
the Ist of January last, the period of || Sowing privileges, shall shake her. 
making up our returns, 2,418 schools, self from the dust and seek the salvae 
196,396 scholars, and 17, 994 gratuit- || tion of God. We sincerely hope the 
A chat Our progress since has |] Cause of Sunday-School instruction 
been considerable, and we continue to makes progress amongst our Trans- 
receive, from our correspondents, the Atlantic brethren, and may it, through- 
most gratifying accounts of the increas- out the world, be made happily instru- 
ed effects of the system. We are mental to the extension of the Re- 
happy to perceive a growing spirit of deemer’s Kingdom. W e hope, when- 
inquiry amongst many of our popula. || ve? convenient, you will do us the 
tion, and we have reason to believe, favour to let us have some of your 
that notwithstanding the ignorance || 5°¢ iety’s reports and papers, and with 
and superstition still existing in the || ©Y&TY good wish and sincere desire for 
country, the influence of the circula- the blessing of the L ord upon your 
tion of the scriptures and scriptural labours, | am, my dear sir, very faith- 
mstruction, is being much advanced. fully yours, Hanrstoxex Ropinson, 

















In reference to our own Society, we Sunday-School Society for Ireland. 
have not only an increase of schools The twentieth anniversary of this 
and scholars, but a more general im- || important institution was held in the 


pression as to the importance of the || Rotunda on the 21st instant. 
system, and more matured plans for 


its advancement are at present in Op- |} rs attended. 
eration. 


The meet- 
| ing was very eee and respect- 
In the absence of the 
Earl of Roden, the President of the 
‘‘In many places, Sunday-School || Society, the Dean of St. Patrick’s was 
Unions and Associations have been || called to the chair, 
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The proceedings commenced with | 
prayer by the Rev. L. Foot, 
which the report of the committee 
was read by Hartstonge Robinson, 
Esq, 
Society. 

The Rev. Lundy Foot said: 
be it from me to cast any slight, or 
throw a cloud over the exertions of 
any individual who goes in the path of 
philanthropy to benefit his fellow-men; 
but if his mode of operation stand not 
on the Rock of ages, it wants a sure 
foundation, for ** other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.”” He may be more ra- 
pid in his progress, he may rear his 
building high, and it may look very 
fair and majestic in the sunshine; he 
may erect it quickly too, for he has 
wasted neither time nor labour in dig- 
ging beneath the surface to find the 
rock, and man may admire the struc- 
ture he has raised, and scoff at those 
who are labouring unseen. But, when 
the sun goes behind the cloud, when 
the rain falls and beats upon that 
house, believe me, it will fall, for it is 
not founded ona rock. The Bible 
contains the only word of power in 
which we can speak to our fellow- 
men, and the spirit of the living God, 
bringing home the truths of that Bible 
to the heart and unde ‘rstanding, 1 is the 
only means that has ever been given— 
means which God, and not man, has 
suggested forthe reformation of human 
nature. We have been told, by the 
gentieman who preceded me, that 
Government has not contributed to 
our funds. I am glad to say a good 
word for Government when I can, es- 
pecially as Government has lately said 
a good word for us. Previous to a 
meeting in Plymouth, I took up a 
newspaper in which I found a speech 
reported to have been delivered in 
Parliament by Mr. Spring Rice. He 
detailed the great falling off of crime, 
and showed that from the year 1824 the 
commitments were fewer, the convic- 
tions fewer, the seditious pract ces few 
erineach succeeding year. | goback to 
the records of my country and I find 
that precisely from that very vear, 1824, 
the increase of the issue of Bibles by 
the Bible Society, in comparison with 
the issue of the preceding vear, was 


from fifteen thousand to twenty-two | 


after | 


one of the Secretaries to the | 


Far 
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thousand; which increase has gone on 
in proportion, so that the circulation 
of the Scriptures has increased with 
the diminution of crime. The truth 
is, my friend, all moral obligation rests 
upon God’s Holy Word. I find there 
has been an increase of 135 schools, 
10,906 scholars, and 1,157 teachers, 
during the past year, and that there is 
still an universal cry from every part 
of the country for teachers. Now, if 
I am asked the reason of this, | would 
say, it is not that the schools produce 
teachers, but that teachers produce 
schools. Whenever there is an abun- 
dant supply of teachers there will be 
an abundance of children, for it is not 
merely the office of the Sunday-School 
teacher to hear the task prepared by 
the child, and then close the book, 
and let the infant depart till the follow- 
ing Sabbath day. Many of you know, 
(and would that you all knew it, for 
your own individual peace would be 
thereby augmented) that the teacher 
goes to the cottage of the child—that 
there is a knitting of the heart of the 
child to the heart of its benefactor, 
and of the benefactor to the child 
When the heart is opened to receive 
the revelation of the word of God, 
little as that child may be, though it 
be as nothing in the eyes of man, who 
can tell what an object it presents to 
the rejoicing angels around the throne 
of God; for, little as it is, it is a frag 
ment of the mighty work that is ful- 
filling the purposes of the Most High 
Far be it from me to subscribe to any 
other means for the reformaticn of the 
heart of man. I hold in suspicion all 
remedies that follow as mere matters 
of expediency, as mere matters of irre 
sistible necessity, superinduced by 
crime. To the Bible I must go—to 
that well which is deep, and to that 
water that is pure—to bring forth re 
freshing streams which only can make 
** the desert to blossom as the rose” — 
there I have found a spring from which 
I may draw without any fear of ex- 
hausting its abundance—there I have 
found a remedy for crime of every 
kind that can pollute the name and 
character of man. Now, dear coun. 
trymen and countrywomen, having sub- 

mitted, thus imperfectly, t this work of 
God to your deep consideration, [am to 
say something on the state of the funds, 
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as they have been read to you. I re- 
member a friend of mine, in his parish 


in England, visited a poor woman who || are 33,000 adults learning to read 


offered him a large contribution for | 


the Church Missionary Society; he ask- 
ed her how she got together so 
much money—why, sir, she replied, 
I want but little, and therefore have 
been able to gather up that for the 
poor heathens; he asked her again by 
what means she had gathered together 
so much, he wished to apply her prin- 
ciples of economy to himself and to 
his family—sir, said she, I was going 
to purchase a bonnet, when it occur- 
red to me that a much plainer oné 
would do than my husband intended, 
and so I was enabled to save eighteen 
pence for the box. 1 was going to the 
baker to buy a loaf for my little chil- 
dren, and it occurred to me that God’s 
blessing and brown bread was better 
for my infants than white bread with- 
out, so I bought a loaf of an inferior 
description, and thus I saved four 
pence for the bread of life; and so the 
poor woman went on 
what sums she had saved by economy 
for the Missionary Society. And are 

vou not, my friends, humbled in the 
dust to think how much there is on 
the very surface of this great Christian 
assembly, that might have sent the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to the 
perishing nations of the earth’? Let us 
give what we will, it is nothing to 
what we may give, it is nothing with- 
out the Divine blessing—but, dear 
friends, I now hope for better days; 
we now commence this meeting 
with prayer—may we go on in the 
spirit of prayer, may we live watching 
and waiting before the Lord for the 
answer through Christ, and may every 
day’ sexertion teach each of us more 
practically, and more thankfully, to 
acknowledge that we have this trea- 
sure in earthen vessels, that the excel- 
lencv of the power may be of God and 
not of us.” 

Mr. Massie said, We are assem- 
bled this day to do what we can in 
order to promote Sunday-School edu- 
cation throughout Ireland; we are all 
happy to advecate education, come in 
what way it will—we more gladly advo- 
cate Scriptural education—but, to- 
day, we are assembled to advocate 
Sunday-School instruction. I have 


enumerating | 


——— | 


been informed, that in the schools 
connected with this institution, there 


the Bible, and 98,000 scholars read- 
ing the Bible on the Sabbath day— 
so that, besides these children being 
taught to read, they are accustomed 
to the observance of the Sabbath. 
Walk along the streets of this splen- 
did city* on the Sabbath day; go forth 
to the villages and hamlets of our 
country, and what disgraceful scenes 
meet your eye; if you go to the rude 
hamlet, there is the village gambling; 
in the city, there is the gadding about 
and the enjoyment of hght conversa- 
tion, and often pursuits are engaged in 
destructive to the morals as well as 
to the health. This institution is, of all 
others, most calculated to strike at the 
root of that vice, so abominable, so 
degrading, to every community—for 
we find the more the Sabbath is pol- 
luted, the more vice prevails through- 
out the land. Now the Sunday-School 
Society strikes at the root of this by ta- 
king the children, asse mbling them to- 


| gether, giving them to think of religious 


subjects on the Sabbath day, to listen 
to instruction, to associate with their 
liberal benefactors who hold inter- 
course with them; they are taught to 
approach a throne of grace, their lips 
are taught to lisp the praises of Jeho- 
vah, as well as their heart to feel the 
love of Christ. It is by Sabbath- 
School instruction that Sabbath day 
profanation is destroyed, not merely 
on account of the instruction received 
by them in the school,but on account of 
the influence such a circumstance will 
have on those in their neighbourhood; 

these children, carrying the Scriptures 
and their books of instruction through 
the village hamlet, and through the 
streets of the city, to the place of reli- 
gious instruction, and to the place 
where prayer is wont to be made, 
becoming individually testifying wit- 
nesses against the corruptions that 
abound around them; the parents feel 
that they are going to a religious ex- 
ercise, and the children, feeling what 
it is to be so engaged on the Sabbath 
day, will carry the Sabbath into the 
house, and bring the parent under the 
influence of religious impression. Here 





* Dublin. 
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is one most important end gained by 
Sunday-School instruction, the chil- 
dren are familiarized with the Scrip- 
tures; that sacred boon from heaven, 
that ‘‘ bread of life of which if a man 
eat he shall never hunger;’ that pre- 
cious stream of life of which if a man 
drink he shall never thirst; they are 
led to look on the Scriptures as the 
record of high heaven, as the testimo- 
ny which God has given of his love, 
as that by which alone they can be 
made ‘ wise unto salvation, through 
faith in Jesus Christ.” Thus Sunday- 
Schools are noble instruments of con- 
veying the truths, sentiments, and in- 
fluences of the Bible into society. I 
have heard of a poor little Roman 
Catholic girl (you observe there was 
no statement given in your report, of 
the divers characters of the attendants 
on these schools, from a noble princi- 
ple, because the schools are open to 
every one, all are invited to attend, 
and to each and to all the word of sal- 
vation is communicated)—this poor 
child was permitted to attend the 
school for only six months; she was 
taught to read the Bible, and she lov- 
ed to read it; ber parents observed 
her very much engaged in reading it, 
and they told the priest; he cursed the 
Bible, and she was withdrawn from 
the school. She came to the school- 
master and requested she might be 
allowed to read the Testament and 
leave it in the school—the leaven had 
been working to ‘‘leaven the whole 
lump,”’ not only with the love of truth 
but with the influence of it; her par- 
ents thought it necessary to send her 
to a rude hamlet at some distance, 
that she might live with an obstinate 
and severe Catholic friend, who might 
bring her back to a right way of mind; 
she came weeping and overwhelmed 
with sorrow again to the schoolmaster, 
and begged to be permitted to carry 
it into her exile—and it was there a 
drop of comfort to her grieved and 
disconsolate spirit, when cast out from 
her father’shouse. This isan instance 
out of many that might be queted of 
the beneficial influence of Sunday- 
schools; for ‘*the Word of God is 
quick and powerful, and sharper than 
a two-cdged sword, and is a discerner 





of the thoughts and intents of the 


heart”’—it is this sword of the spirit 
} 





which the Sunday-School Society em- 
ploys—it is the record of truth, becom- 
ing familiar with which the children 
receive the knowledge of eternal life— 
Eternal life !who can sound its praise, 
who can tell its joy, who can antici- 
pate its glory, who can celebrate that 
love which gave eternal life through 
Christ; this eternal life is set before 
the children who receive instruction in 
our Sunday-Schools—it is not to im- 
part a knowledge of the sublime poe- 
try of the Scriptures, the magnificence 
of its descriptions, that our instruction 
is afforded, but it is to bring the 
children into the ‘* narrow path that 
leads to eternal life,” and to prepare 
them for that kingdom which is to fol- 
low, and which is glorious beyond ex- 
pression. 

‘* There were three boys in a Sun- 
day-School, the eldest of them propos- 
ed a prayer meeting, to which they 
all assented; they met in an unfinished 
building, without any one knowing the 
purpose of their assembling; that they 
might be more retired they secluded 
themselves in a coal cellar, and closed 
the door; their number soon increased 
to seven, and they found it necessary 
to find some other place where they 
might read, as well as pray; their 
prayer was for the blessing of God 
upon their instruction, and that their 
teachers might be encouraged in their 
labours; they went on in this manner 
till **the little one became a thou- 
sand,’’ and two large prayer meetings 
were the result of this one, and a great 
majority of those who joined these 
prayer meetings became pious and de- 
voted characters, some of them teach- 
ers of Sunday-Schools, and some 
preachers of the Gospel.” 

The Rey. Peter Roe of Kilkenny, said, 
Mr. Chairman, wherever I go, [ hear 
great talk about Sunday-Schools, and 
[ trust I am thankful when I see their 
increase in number, but there are a 
few things which call for deep humili- 
ation, in my humble judgment. The 
first is this, that a Sunday-School is 
often taken up with conveying know- 
ledge of a mere secular description. It 
seems to be forgotten that the end and 
essence of Sabbath-School instruction, 
is the instruction of the infant mind in 
the enlightening and soul saving-trutlis 
of the Word of God; therefore it should 
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be the business of both ministers and 
people to pray that this work may be 


begun, carried on, and ended, with | 
this object continually in view—when | 


the minister looks around him and 
considers the probability of his remain- 
ing long among his people, or of his 
being removed from them and laid in 
the silent tomb, it certainly is a source 
of pleasing reflection to him to find 
established within the precincts of his 
ig a scriptural Sunday-School—he 
ooks upon it as aninstrument of bring- 
ing about future good, and also as an 
instrument of present good, and re- 
gards it as a powerful aid to his ministe- 
rial labours; he considers that when he 
is laid in the dust, and whenhis name 
shall be forgotten even in the parish 
where he has laboured, he still con- 
templates the time when the seed that 
is now sown shall, in the succeeding 
generation, bring forth fruit that will 
be to the praise and glory of God. 
Let us then look for the blessing of 
God on the labours in which we en- 
gage, and then the weakest effort may, 
in dependence on the divine blessing, 
being thus owned by God, be power- 
fully instrumental in producing great 
effects.” 

The Hon. and Rev. Archdeacon 
Pakenham next addressed the assem- 
bly, and said,—I hope if I say buta 
few words I will not be misunderstood 
as though I did not approve of the 
Society—my only reason for being 
brief is that J may make way for others 
who are still to address you; the 
resolution I have to propose is a reso- 
lution of thanks to the gratuitous teach- 
ers belonging to this Society. They 
are nearly eighteen thousand in num- 
ber, and I might appeal to all of them 
and ask, whether it is not more fit 
that they should be wished joy than 
receive thanks for being engaged in 
so honourable a work. I do believe 
that there are no persons belonging to 
this Society, on whom the blessing of 
God more manifests itself than on those 
who devote their time in this gratuit- 
ous manner; and that, according to 
the word of the Lord, there is a bles- 
sing peculiarly their own, that ‘ those 
who water shall be watered also them- 
selves.”’ 

The Rev. Mr. Ould, of Lucan, said, 
**In the neighbourhood in which I re- 
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side, there has been a large manufac- 
tory established, the children of which 
being employed from an early hour in 
the morning to late in the evening, 
have had no other means of acquiring 
a knowledge of the Gospel except 
through the medium of our Sunday- 
School. A stagnation of trade which has 
visited this as well as other lands, has 
caused the dissolution of this factory; 
the consequence has been the removal 
ofaconsiderable numberof the children 
to adistance of four miles, in ordertore- 
ceive employment ina factory establish- 
ed there. Now such is the sense that 
these poor children, who have been 
withdrawn from our care and their 
friends, have entertained of the inestima- 
ble good which they derive from these 
exertions we make in their behalf, that 
it is a fact for which I can vouch, on 
each succeeding Sabbath these poor 
children, some of them tender in years, 
walked four miles to our school, and 
four miles back; and not only have 
these interesting children been the 
means of encouraging us to proceed in 
the glorious work in this respect, but 
there is also another respect in which 
they have been able to give us encour- 
agement; they have been placed ina 
neighbourhood in which moral dark- 
ness abounds, being inhabited almost 
exclusively by Roman Catholics, and 
the poor children there have had no 
advantages similar to those that are en- 
joyed in our neighbourhood. Now these 
little children, which have been with- 
drawn from us, as shining stars amidst 
the moral darkness that prevails, are 
decent, have a respect for the Sabbath, 
and their moral conduct is such as to 
strike with wonder those people 
amongst whom they dwell, who are 
still ‘‘in darkness and the shadow of 
death,’’ and their devotedness in 
walking eight miles in one day, for the 
purpose of receiving instruction, has 
been a fact which has spoken volumes 
in their favour. There is one circum- 
stance which I should also wish to 
mention, and [ am glad to have an op- 
portunity to impress it on your atten- 
tion. It so happened that, lately, a 
very interesting Roman Catholic wo- 
man was afflicted with consumption; 
she lodged in the house with a child 
who has been, for three years, an at- 
tendant on our Sunday-School. Having 
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heard that the poor woman was, in 
some respects, destitute, to relieve her 
wants, I, in company with a friend, was 
induced to call upon her, and in the 
course of the conversation we had 
with her we could not help observing, 
to our great surprise, she exhibited 
great intelligence for which we could 
not account—we thought it our duty 
to inquire how this interesting person 
had obtained knowledge so superior 
to that enjoyed by those who remain 
under the influence of the Church of 
Rome, the trammels of which were 
wound thick around her; we asked 
her how did she receive this moral im- 
pulse, this knowledge that surprised 
us; and we found that one of our Sun- 
day-School children, a little girl nine 
years old, had been in the habit, from 
the commencement of her illness to 
the time of our visit, of reading to her 
the volume of eternal life. This cir- 
cumstance was confessed by this young 
woman with gratitude; she has since 
been called to the tribunal of God, 
and I firmly believe, from what I was 
privileged to see and hear of her, that 
through such instrumentality as I have 
detailed to you, and by the blessing of 
God descending on it, (for the bless- 
ing of God descends on the most frail 
and imperfect means that human agen- 
cy employs) I believe she has been 
led to look to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for salvation; I believe she was ena- 
abled to breathe her last breath re- 
joicing in the hope of the glory of 
God; that she possessed that ‘ peace 
that passeth all understanding,’ and 
that ‘joy which is unspeakable and 
full of glory.’ ” 

The Rev. Henry Irwin said, “I 
would impress upon Sunday-School 
teachers not to imagine, that facility 
of answering in the doctrines of the 
Gospel is progress in religion; not to 
confound acuteness of memory with 
that religion that affects the heart— 
Man requires power as well as direc- 
tion; when man is best instructed he 
is motionless, unless the principle of 
the love of God animate him; unless 
he can say with the Apostle, ‘I love 
God because he first loved me.’ It 
is by teaching children that the love 
of Christ is to be the acting principle 
of their conduct, that you will do cee 
Whenever you look on the children 








committed to your charge in a Sunday- 
School, and see immortality stamped 
on them by the indelible finger of 
God; and consider that when this world 
shall be burned up, these children 
shall still exist in an eternal world— 
oh! think what a glorious, sublime 
object you have in view; think of the 
glorious employment you have engag- 
ed in, being the instruments of mak- 
ing these children happy spirits be- 
fore the throne of God. I can only 
join my prayers with those already 
presented, with regard to this Society, 
that the blessing of the Lord may be 
upon it; ‘‘establish the work of our 
hands, O God, yea, the work of our 
hand, establish thou it.’ ”’ 


NORWICH (CONN.) SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
The Sixth Annual Report of the Nor- 

wich Sabbath School Union, auxiliary 

to the Connecticut Sabbath School 

Union, presented at the annual meet- 

ing, April 19, 1830. pp. 24. 

We have read this report with unu- 
sual satisfaction. it certainly abounds 
with just views, important facts, and en- 
couraging results; and we have found 
it very difficult to confine our extracts 
within proper limits. We shall give 
our readers the substance of it in as 
concise a form as possible. 


The Union embraces twenty schools, 
three hundred and thirty-seven con- 
ductors, and two thousand one hun- 
dred and forty-nine pupils. Many of 
the schools have been visited by a 
deputation from the County Union, 
and the course has proved practicable 
and advantageous, We are persuaded 
that vast good would be done if visi- 
tations of this kind were more com- 
mon. The mere presence of a stran- 
ger, whose only errand is to see the 
Sunday-School, is encouraging to the 
members of it; much more so, if he 
is able and disposed to excite, anew, 
the spirit of devotion to the good work. 

During one season, we visited be- 
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tween thirty and forty cehenMebashs 
of the county in which we then resi- 
ded—all of them twice, and some of 
them three times, and we had abun- 
dant evidence, in every step of our 
progress, that we were not spending 
strength and time in vain. 

Among the resolutions passed at the 
annual meeting just mentioned, was 
the following, which we select from 
the rest because of the very just and 
important sentiment it contains. It is 
as follows: 

Resolved, That we regard instrue- 
tion in Sabbath-Schools as peculiarly 


adapted to promote the interests of re- 
ligious liberty. 


The more the design and tendency 
of Sunday-Schools is understood by 
wise and good men, the more preva- 
lent this sentiment will become. 
Curer Justice Manrsuaut and the late 
Jupce Wasuincrox, men who have 
never been accustomed to form opin- 
ions superficially, or to express them 
hastily, have given them this charac- 
ter without qualification or exception. 

In the report before us, we find sev- 
eral interesting incidents respecting 
local schools, some of which we can- 
not forbear to extract. 

The Chelsea school was opened in 
1816, by a company of very young 
teachers, most of whom were desti- 
tute of the vital principle which it is 
the object of Sabbath-Schools, by the 
Spirit of God, to impart. The female 
department occupied the porch of 
the Meeting House, and had their books 
carried thither every Sabbath morning, 
and ‘*the school has not failed to as- 


semble a single Sabbath for fourteen 
years.”’ 


} 


“* Soon after the commencement of | 


the School, an aged coloured adult 
solicited admittance, that she mi ight 
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have the privilege of learning to read 
the Seriptures. his BA rovie 
dential opening, and led to the forma- 
tion of a class of this description, 
which has varied, in numbers and in- 
terest, from year to year, until the 
presenttime. One of them, who com- 
menced learning after she required 
the aid of glasses, was pious, and en- 
tered with an indescribable eagerness 
into the study of God’s Word. The 
light which thus dawned upon her 
mind, seemed almost like a new sense 
imparted, and soon she ripened, aswe 
trust, for a world of clearer discove- 
rics. The last Sabbath she attended 
the school, there was something so 
heavenly in her deportment, and in 
repeating a hymn, (many of which had 
become familiar to her) so ardent were 
her xpressions of de ‘sire to join the 
hs appre r company above, in the re- 
gions of perfect knowle dice and bliss, 
that her teacher seemed to have no- 
thing to do but to listen and be taught. 
She died suddenly, in a fit, while 


joining with Christian friends, at her 


own house, in singing the words— 


“* Loug nights and darkness dwell below, 
With searce a twinkling ray; 

Bat the bright world to which I go 
Is everlasting day.” 


‘Another interesting occurrence 
in this class, was the conversion of the 
mother of a numerous family, who 
traced her first impressions to the 
Sabbath-School, Her children have 
all been trained there, and some of 
them have shared in the recent show- 
er of mercy which has descended up- 
on us. 


** Before the close of the first year, 
some of the earliest teachers began to 
fear that their destitution, of personal 
piety was a serious obstacle to the 
spiritual prosperity of the school, and 
sought to withdraw themselves from 
it. But the Head of the Church had 
other designs, and by the gentle effu- 
sions of divine grace, (which fell upon 
the congregation also) set J/is own 
seal of approbation upon our feeble 
efforts, in the conversion of thirteen 
of the instructors. As if to show us, 
however, that every portion of His 
heritage must be watered with the 
prayers and tears i its labourers, cre 
it will bring forth fruit in abundance, 
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, 
none of our pupils, except a few of 


the adult class, were subjects of the 
work; and for several subsequent years 
we looked in vain for any plants of 
righteousness in this garden of the 
Lord; though several, who were re- 
moved by death, gave testimony that 
their instructions had been blessed to 
them, and their happy spirits we hope 
to meet upon the confines of the hea- 
venly world. As time advanced, and 
the beneficial influence of this system 
of benevolence became more visible, 
the Sabbath-School cause acquired an 
increasing importance throughout the 
country, and after the formation of the 
American Union, our school became a 
constituent part of that valuable Asso- 
ciation, and adopted the mode of in- 





struction which is practised by all its | 


auxiliaries. 


** We now approach to a survey of | 


the last year, remarking, however, 
that, during the period, the history of 
which has been rapidly traced, five of 


the earliest and most valuable of our | 
little band of teachers have gone to 


the world of spirits, to engage, we 
believe, in scenes more endearing and 
elevated, than ever a Sabbath-School 
can furnish. Each of them exhibited 
the most decided marks of genuine 
piety. Others have been transplant- 
ed to new fields of labour on earth. 
‘“We fear not to affirm, that the 
prosperity of the school has been con- 
stantly progressive from its first es- 
tablishment; and yet we may add that 
the last has been emphatically ‘ the 
year of the right hand of the Most 
High’—a season for which we have 
long prayed, and laboured, and expect- 
ed. For several months previous to 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
our prayer meetings, on Sabbath after- 
noons, were characterized by unusual 
interest; and at the close of summer, 
four new classes were formed—one of 
young men; another of young misses; 
a class of young women and another of 
coloured men—each of which, togeth- 
er with the coloured women, have par- 
ticipated in the rich blessings which 
have recently been poured upon us. 
Ten teachers and twenty-five scholars 
have made a profession of religion 


during the past year, and about twen- } 
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of fifty-five members who, within one 
year, it is hoped, have returned to 
their allegiance to God. Thirty-two 
teachers are now professors of reli- 
gion. Another subject for grateful 
recollection has existed since our last 
Report. The Monthly Concert of pray- 
er for Sabbath-Schools has been re- 
garded with deeper interest by the 
parents and friends of the pupils. The 
time has been, when the teachers had 
many a desponding feeling in the re- 
flection that, while they were cheer- 
fully devoting the retirement of the 
Sabbath to the benefit of the rising 
generation, but few of those who held 
a natural relation to their scholars, 
came to strengthen and encourage 
them by their prayers, on this interest- 
ing occasion. With joy, however, we 
now cherish the belief, that these anx- 
ieties have for ever ceased, and that 
all who love their families, value the 
welfare of society, or desire the ad- 
vancement of piety, will delight to 
share in our efforts. 

‘*Four of the scholars have been 
laid inthe grave since our last Anni- 
versary. 

‘* In consequence of the increase of 
our numbers, two classes are held in 
separate places. We can, with ditera/ 
truth, appropriate to our school the 
words of the Prophet, when foretel- 
ling the enlargement of Zion—‘ 7% 
place is too strait for me; give pla 
that I may dwell.’ Beside the obser- 
vance of the Monthly Concert, and 
the prayer meeting on the Sabbath, 
the teachers assemble weekly for pray- 
er and mutual instruction upon the 
lessons. 

‘“*We cannot withhold the fact, that 


| our school has suffered, and continues 
to suffer, from a deficiency of mal: 


teachers, This may be easily exhibit- 


| ed by a reference to the statistics of 


j 


ty pupils, beside, indulge the hope of | 


an interest in Christ—making a total 


| 
; 





the schools. We have upon our list 
261 scholars—104 males and 157 fe- 
males; with 34 teachers, of whom, ° 
only are males, and 25 females. It is 
well known to all who are familiar 
with the internal arrangement of these 
institutions, that six pupils are as many 
as one person can, profitably, instruct. 
We here see, that the proportion to 
each male teacher is eleven, while to 
the female teacher itis but six. The 
average attendance of the scholars 1s 
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168, leaving the number of absentees 
93. This also shows that an increase 
of labourers is important, as @ punc- 
tual teacher will, generally, have a 
punctual class; and if this be of a mod- 
erate size, the absence of one is more 
sensibly felt, and leads to an investi- 
ration of the cause. ‘There is another 
fact which we think it proper to men- 
tion, that, with the exception of the 
adult classes, we know not that @ sin- 
gle conversion has taken place in the 
boys’ department. We have thus pre- 
sented a full statement of our situa- 
tion, with the hope of eliciting the at- 
tention and personal services of those 
whose assistance is so strikingly re- 
quisite. Several, who were formerly 
teachers, have relinquished their sta- 
tion for that of learners, and the opin- 
ion no longer prevails, that youth and 
inexperience furnish the most suit- 
able qualifications for this important 
field. The prosperity of a Sabbath- 
School is, to a great extent, commen- 
surate with the piety and judgment of 
those who conduct it. The number 
of scholars might yet be considerably 
increased, should there be an acces- 
sion of teachers; and it is an interest- 
ing fact, that if'a class be formed, with 
only two or three, it enlarges immedi- 
ately, and before he is aware of it, the 
dispenser of sacred truth finds him- 
self surrounded by a group of cheer- 
tul faces, ready to reciprocate every 
kind look; and his duties, however 
toilsome, in anticipation, soon possess 
a charm of which he never wishes to 
be deprived. It is no selfish end for 
which we plead—it is the cause of 
Him who required of His disciples, as 
a test of Jove, that they should feed 
His lambs. tis the cause of every in- 
dividual who professes an attachment 
to the Great Shepherd. 


“The efficiency of the institution 


might, likewise, be greatly increased, 


had we suitable accommodations for 
an infant department. ‘This system 
of instruction has been successfully 
introduced into other schools; and, 
although we believe that the heart of 
the youngest can never be drawn to 
Christ without an act of Divine Sover- 
eignty, yet it is evident that pleasing 
associations and actual benefit may 
result, from a partial employment of 
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this method, in teaching little chil- 
dren the principles of the Bible. 


School in Norwich—Reports an in- 
crease of scholars over any previous 
year, of about seventy. 


‘* Seven months since there were, of 


| decidedly pious teachers, only seven; 


there are now twenty-three. Thirteen 
of whom, together with the librarian 
and one scholar, on the first Sabbath 
of March, publicly professed alle- 
giance to Heaven, and partook of the 
symbols of the body and blood of our 
Great High Priest. One teacher died 
in faith. One of her class has become 
pious, and four pupils of the school 
besides. The sudden death of the 
teacher, under circumstances of pecu- 


| liar interest, appears, in God’s hand, 


to have been the means of bringing 
two of her gay friends to a knowledge 
of the truth.” 

Norwich Falls.—In this school, * in 
a class of nine females, six give evi- 
dence of a change of heart, two of 
whom have united with the Church. 
In another class of eight females, who 
have left the school since our last Re- 
port, it is believed four have expe- 
rienced a change of heart during the 
last year, three of whom have united 
with the Church. <A very worthy 
and devoted teacher, (Miss Jongs,) on 
the lith of February, was called home 
from her labours of love on earth, to 
the promised possession in heaven. 
We have now thirteen pious teachers, 
of whom one, a female, has found the 
Saviour since her connexion with this 
school.” 

At Bozrahville—At the commence- 
ment of the school last year, the 
**teachers, with few exceptions, were 
hopefully pious. Since this time, a 
female teacher, who had charge of 
the eldest class of girls, felt herself 
unfit to communicate religious instruc- 
tion to her interesting charge, while 
destitute of the ‘one thing needful’— 
to point to the road to Heaven whilst 
she was a stranger ‘to the straight 
and narrow way.’ Under these im- 
pressions, she actually absented her- 
self from her class on the Sabbath. 
But it was the Spirit of God convin- 
cing her of her ruined condition as an 
impenitent sinner; and before another 
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Sabbath, she was rejoicing in hope of 
her acceptance with God, through the 
merits of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘* Monthly meetings of the teachers 
for prayer and conversation, calcula- 
ted to stimulate and encourage each 
other in the good work, were held, 
and apparently with good effect. The 
teachers became engaged, the school 
was prosperous, and unusually inter- 
esting—but nothing special occurred 
until the last of August, when God 
visited the people with a wonderful 
display of his mercy and grace. 

‘*Four teachers and one scholar 
have united with God’s covenant peo- 
ple, and five more scholars have ob- 
tained a hope, and given satisfactory 
evidence of a change of heart. 

‘A Bible-class of about thirty, has 
been added to the school since the re- 
vival. It is mostly composed of pious 
females.” 

At Lisbon—* A Bible-class has been 
formed in each district to meet once 
a week. During the past year one of 
our teachers has exchanged this world 
for another and better, as we trust, 
having left evidence of a renewal of 
heart. T'wo of ourscholars have been 
added to the Church. 

** Three of the teachers have made 
a public profession of religion during 
the past year. We have studied St. 
John’s Gospel in course, eight verses 
for a lesson; within a few wecks we 
have begun with the Union questions. 
Believing that the favourable time to 
secure an interest in the Saviour’s love, 
is when the mind can first understand 
the essential doctrines of our holy re- 
ligion, we have endeavoured to give 
ideas, and to impress them on the 
heart.” 

it Montville—“ It was formerly 
thought impracticable to continue this 
school through the winter; but with- 
out any apparent decrease of interest, 
it has been continued the past winter, 
with a diminution merely of some of 
the smaller children. ‘This was made 
up by the addition of a Bible-class of 
young ladies. The conductors do not 
hesitate to say, that a school of twelve 
months, thus continued, is more bene- 
ficial than a school of twenty-four 
months on the former plan.” 

Ai Jewett City—* Twe scholars and 








two teachers have been hopefully 
pious during the year.” 

At Griswold—“ During the sum- 
mer, six teachers and four scholars 
made a profession of religion, and con- 
tinue to give good evidence of a 
change of heart. We have to lament 
the death of one of our teachers.” 

At Lebanon—“ In December, 1826, 
a revival of religion commenced, 
in which two teachers and six scho- 
lars were hopefully converted. At 
the close of the past year there has 
been a pleasing, although not a very 
extensive revival, and we hope that 
it is still progressing. ‘Two scholars 
and one teacher have expressed their 
hope in the mercy of God, within a 
few weeks.” 

“On looking over the above re- 
ports of the several schools, it appears 
that forty-two teachers and seventy- 
five scholars have become pious dur- 
ing the past year. Of this number, 
thirty-six teachers and thirty-six scho- 
lars have already united with the 
Church.” 


ADVANTAGES OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
MONTHLY CONCERT OF PRAYRR. 

The observance of the second Mon- 
day evening of each month, as a sea- 
son of united prayer for the blessing 
of God on Sunday-schools, is believed 
to be attended with advantages which 
few realize. 

Where the season is regarded at all, 
it is too often found that a large number 
of those for whose advantage it is 
principally designed, are not accus- 
tomed to attend; and very many schools 
are yet, for the first time, to enjoy 
the privilege. It seems to us exceed- 
ingly desirable that parents should at- 
tend, as well as teachers and the older 
pupils, who are sufficiently advanced 
in life and attainments to profit by the 
services. In some places teachers only 
assemble, in others teachers and chil- 
dren, and in a few instances we hav 
been told that the meeting was attend- 
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ed (like the Missionary Monthly Con- 
cert) by all who were interested in the 
object. ‘This last is unquestionably the 
most expedient mode of observing the 
season; and we affectionately and earn- 
estly desire the reader to use lis in- 
fluence for its more general adoption. 
To this end it is well to have notice 
of the Concert given in the congrega- 
tion to which the school may be at- 
tached, on the Sabbath preceding. 
And where religious newspapers are 
published, a notice in these is of great 
service. Great efforts should be made 
to render it a season of interest and 
edification, and an effectual remedy 
for thin meetings will always be found 
in a spirited and persevering effort to 
make them useful and _ interesting. 
The periodicals of the Society will 
always contain matter enough to de- 
mand the praises and prayers of all 
the children of God, and important 
information is always at hand from 
other sources. We transcribe the fol- 
lowing just and seasonable remarks on 
the advantages of the Monthly Con- 
cert from the Sabbath-School Herald. 

“The meetings for prayer, more 
than any other means, strengthen the 
bond of union among theteachers, In 
the school, the attention of each is di- 
rected to his particular charge; but 
here they feel that all their aims are 
one. Their mutual consultations pro- 
duce a unity in their views which dou- 
bles the efficiency of all their efforts. 
Knowing that his exertions have the 
approbation and prayers of his fellow 
teachers, each can feel that he is not 
alone, and while labouring to secure 
the attendance of the pupils, and pro- 
mote their improvement, he acis as 
with the strength of the whole body, 
of which he is a member. 

‘*‘In meetings for prayer, too, the 
desponding teacher is often encourag- 
ed, and enabled to persevere in his la- 
bours with new devotedness. ‘The ir- 

regularity, or waywardness and inat- 





tention of his pupils, together with 
his own multiplied cares, have half 
persuaded him to relinquish hisalmost 
hopeless charge. But in the circle 
of prayer he has shared the sympa- 
thies of his brethren, and learned that 
their trials resembled his own. His 
hands have been strengthened by 
their prayers; he has acquired new 
views of duty, and with increased in- 
terest in the cause, he has cheerfully 
renewed his labours. 

‘But the most important light in 
which the teachers’ prayer meeting 
can be viewed, is that which exhibits 
it as a visit to the throne of mercy for 
united supplication. After labouring 
each in his respective sphere, a band 
of pious teachers delight to contem- 
plate their common interest, and offer 
their united prayers to their common 
Lord. Feeling that their success de- 
pends onthe blessing of God, and 
encouraged by the promise of the 
Saviour to united petitions, they can 
pray with confidence and faith. Be- 
lieving that it is the cause of God 
which they are pleading, they can ap- 
proach the throne of grace with hum- 
ble boldness. And as they extend 
their view from their own school to 
others, and from their own little com- 
munity, to the distant parts of our 
country and the world, and contem- 
plate the magnitude of the interests 
which depend on the success of their 
cause, they can pray with an importu- 





| nity, which will not be denied. And 


if there is a scene on earth, in which 
the Saviour still delights to manifest 
his presence, and bestow his blessing, 
is not the teacher’s concert such a 
place? 

‘That I have not misjudged, re- 
specting the importance of these 
meetings, an observation of facts 
would abundantly prove. I have never 
known a very flourishing school, in 
connexion with which there was not 
a meeting for prayer, attended by the 
teachers. And I have never known 
a school, whose teachers regularly at- 
tended their stated prayer meeting, 
which did not enjoy a good degree of 
prosperity. The teachers’ meeting 
which I have long had the privilege 
of attending, has been, at different 
periods, a very true index of the con- 
| dition of our school. In the. full at- 
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tendance, the deep solemnity, and 
fervent prayers, which are sometimes 
witnessed, we have learned to foresee 
the increasing numbers, the serious 
attention, and intense interest of our 
scholars, on succeeding Sabbaths. 
When our concert languishes, we have 
learned to expect a corresponding in- 
difference on the part of our pupils, 
manifested by their absence and inat- 
tention, and we are very rarely dis- 
appointed. 

**If such be the importance of the 
concert for prayer in connexion with 
Sabbath-schools, what teacher, who 
loves the cause in which he is en- 
gaged, need be urged to observe this 
season consecrated by so many pray- 
ers, and rendered awfully solemn, by 
so momentous interests’? What teach- 
er will not cheerfully lend his influ- 
ence, where it may be so happily ex- 
erted, and rejoice in witnessing and 
sharing the blessings which the con- 
cert tends to secure?” 


AN APPEAL FROM THE WEST. 


The following letter is full of inter- 


est and importance. It comes from an 


individual whose opinions and feelings 


are entitled to great regard, and who 
has long been an enlightened, devoted, 


steady friend to Sunday-schools. Our 


only wish is that we could give it cir- 


culation on the wings of the wind, that 
it might be made to reach the thousands 
in our country to whose patriotism, 
philanthropy, and Christian feeling it 
so powerfully appeals. 
Illinois, July 24, 1830. 

Mr. Enrror:—I am one of those 
whose hopes and joys are intimately 
connected with the Church of Christ, 
and though more than one thousand 
miles West, yet I watch the move- 
ments of the Benevolent Societies at 
the East with an intense interest. 

Engaged in sustaining a large Sab- 
hath-school, which is excessively la- 
borious for want of suitable coadjutors, 
my heart was ready to faint at the 


prospect of establishing in this coun- 
try some thousands of Sabbath. schools, 


| 


; 


i 
i 
| 
} 
| 
’ 
’ 
' 











these, 
| of gratitude and wonder when I sub- 
_ sequently learned from the history of 
their proceedings, that teachers were 


which should be left to droop and die 
as soon as the agent should leave them. 
I do cheerfully acknowledge thei: 
praiseworthy liberality, but though 
they should send usa million of dollars 
and freight their ships with books un- 
til we could not find depositories to 
contain them, yet all this in most places 


_ will not avail without the living teach- 
_er—without efficient and permanent 
| supervision. 


Let them send us intel- 
ligent, experienced, and pious teach- 


' ers, and we could soon find means to 


purchase books. We 


need an ar my 


| of 10,000 teachers to meet the urgen. 


cy of the case which their noble reso- 
lution contemplates. 

Oppressed with considerations like 
I cannot describe my feelings 


enlisting as volunteers to come out 
and help us. This meets the exigency. 
This looks like the tug of battle, and 
this has so much of God in it that I 
stand amazed, in contemplating how 
wondrously God is bringing about 
what has been long the subject of deep 
anxiety and fervent prayer. This is 
the most important feature of the plan, 
and will give energy to other means, 
and crown the whole with success. 
Let them send us this complement of 
devoted teachers, and, with God’s 
blessing, we may safely calculate the 
following results. 

1. Sabbath-schools will be not onl) 
established but sustained. 

2. The wants of this country will 
be effectually explored and more ex- 
tensively known. 

5S. We shall have a godly company 
of efficient laymen ready to sustain the 
ministry, and to promote other bencvo- 
lent institutions. 

4. This plan presents a definite ob- 


ject and sufficient motives, and calls 


out professing Christians of another 
stamp than those who have hitherto 
come to this country, for the purposes 
of gain, and perhaps to get rid of 
those wholesome restraints which had 
already become irksome. 

It opens a great and effectual 
door for female piety to become active. 
Very many pious females in single life 

might come out in company with 
others; and this constitutes an impor- 
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which we are very destitute. 

6. We should thus be furnished 
with a very considerable recruit of 
teachers for day schools. 

7. It would be beneficial to the older 
churches, as it would in many instances 
bring into more active service those 
that are left behind. 

In a word, it would elevate the tone 
of piety and strengthen the bonds of 
union, and produce a more lively sym- 
pathy throughout the whole body of 
the Christian Church in this land of 
civil and religious liberty. 

A ‘TEACHER. 





VIEWS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
The following is translated from the 


August Number of the Evangelical | 


Magazine of the Lutheran Church in 
this country, published at Gettysburg. 


** Sunday Schools. 


‘‘Seldom hasa public benevolent | 


enterprise exhibited more striking evi- 
dence of the aiding power of the Lord, 


than Sunday-schools furnish, in their | 


commencement and progress. A gra- 
cious God has hitherto granted his 
blessing to the planting and the water- 
ing of these institutions. 

Fifty years have not yet elapsed 
since the establishment of the first 
Sunday-school Society, and already 
every quarter of the globe has felt 
more or less of the salutary influence 
of such associations. Not before the 
year 1814 were any vigorous opera- 


tions commenced in our Western he- | 


misphere, and already the American 
Sunday-School Union, after the lapse 


of 15 or 16 years, numbers 400,000 | 


scholars and 60,000 teachers, who take 
an active share in this labour of love. 
The excellent old German custom 


of singing and praying with the chil- | 
dren in school, and giving them the | 
Bible and Catechism for their religious | 


instruction, is universally adopted in 


Sunday-schools. Yet, little has hither- | 
to been effected among the German | 


population of Pennsylvania, in this 


cause, so vastly important to the rising | 


generation. The Synod of West Penn- 
sylvania did indeed publish Sunday- 
school books three years ago, and in 
many congregations truly flourishing 


tant part of the grand machinery of | 
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German schools exist; moreover, the 
members of the several Synods, who 
were present at the last General Sy- 
nod, upon the breaking up of that bo- 
dy, formed themselves into a Luthe- 
ran Sunday-school Union, for the spe- 
cial purpose of engaging in the publi- 
cation of German Sunday-school books; 
but we must nevertheless acknow- 
ledge, that on the whole we have 
done very little in this good cause. It 
is to be regretted, that we do not find 
in this our day, a greater measure of 
the religious feeling and spirit of our 
German ancestors among their de- 
scendants. Schools and education are 
in a deplorable condition. Great is 
the number of neglected children, 
great the number of those who re- 
ceive little or no instruction concern- 
ing the way of salvation. By means 
of Sunday-schools this evil might cer- 
tainly in some degree be remedied. 
May the Lord, who called the little 
ones to himself, to give to them also 
the kingdom of heaven, powerfully 
direct the eyes and hearts of all, who 
are able to furnish aid, to this diseased 
part of our German school and church 
affairs, that without delay they may 
come forward to effect acure, and the 
wandering youth return to the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of their souls. 





EXTRACTS FROM KEPORTS, Kc. 


Containing the resalts of observation 
and experience. 


Effect of Library.—The school 
that obtains a library seems at once 
to obtain stability, and become fixed 
in the regard and affection both of 
scholars and teachers. 

Agents.—We know of no better 
means of increasing or perpetuating 
the benefits of Sunday-schools, than 
by sending a competent Agent or Mis- 
sionary to visit, statedly or occasion- 
ally, the different schoolsand societies, 
to encourage them and strengthen 
their bonds. 

Monthly Concert.—The improve- 
ment manifest at the Monthly Con- 
cert of Prayer, and the full attendance 
af officers, and teachers with evident 
interest, is among the evidences, in 
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which we rejoice, of the increasing 
efficiency of Sabbath-school instruc- 
uon. 

Character of this Magazine.—\ have 
had a rich treat in the two Magazines 
that were sentme. Of the Magazine, 
I must say that, generally, it 1s very 


much prized by all faithful teachers— | 


those who love their work most and 
do it best, look to this paper as most 
valuable and even necessary to them 
in their labours. 
DIFFICULTY HAPPILY REMOVED. 
March 25, 1850. 
Respected Sir:--1 have some time 


SS 


since received your questions address- | 


ed to me, but in consequence of a lit- | 


tle difference in our society, and some 
prevailing notions amongst, some of 
our members, I deferred writing for a 


time to know what the result might | 


be, and it appears that the Society has 
thought proper to withdraw entirely 
from the Union. 1 believe the princi- 
pal reason of this resolution was, that 
there were several wealthy men in our 
place who had a wish to see the 


schools prosper, and would become | 


members, but could not in conse- 
quence of the Society’s being auxilia- 
ry to the Union. 

P. S. I believe there is a small ba- 
lance due the Union, which we will 
remit by the first private opportunity. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church 
S. 8. Society in Smyrna,( Del.) report- 
ed recently that a work of God is pro- 
gressing in that place, which com- 
menced in the Sunday-school, and at 
a season of peculiar solemnity, pro- 
duced by a sermon to the children. 
“More than one hundred and twenty 
have been converted to God,” says 
our correspondent, ‘and myself 
among the number.” 
Good Signs.—-Parents read our 
hooks with interest to themselves as 


well as to their children. Our Sunday- | 


school concerts for four or five months 
have been crowded. 


» (N. Y.) June 30, 1830. 
I visited the Society of Shakers, 





and urged the importance of their | 
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Samine a Sunday-school. They said 
they had a better Sund: y-school than 
the world’s people had. One of the 
elders informed me that they had 
bought more Bibles and Testaments 
in the last two years than they had be- 
fore in many years, and they used 
them asa school book. I found they 
had the 50 cent Bibles and the 124 
cent ‘Testaments from the Bible So- 
ciety in New York. The elder that I 
talked with, said the children of their 
Society of 12 years of age, knew more 
about the Bible than he did when he 
was 21 years of age. I went next t 
, and laboured one week. The 
great mass are very ignorant. Ilere 
1 formed two schools; visited many fa- 
milies; formed a Sunday-school in th« 
village for the poor children. They 
had a Sunday-school which met at the 
church, but the poor children would 
not attend. Il went into a back lane 
apd engaged a joiner’s shop, for the 
children to meet in, and found two 
young ladies, who agreed to see how 
many children they could get that 
would go, and the first Sabbath they 
had 15. I believe there will be more 
than 20; and not one of these children 
had been to meeting in the meeting- 
house. I find many poor children 
that will not go to meeting, because 
they are poor, and their parents up- 
hold them; but I think after they have 
been in a Sunday-school for a time, 
they will be willing to go to meeting. 
The next town I visited was 
There I spent one week. There is no 
regular preaching in this town. In 
one part of the town, for about 4 miles 
square, there is no school-house, and 
very few of the children go to schoo! 
on the week days. Here I established 
a Sunday-school of about 10 children, 
most of them very poor ; I had to fur- 
nish ‘Testaments for the most of the 
children. I next visited the county 
almshouse, situated in ; proposed 
forming a Sunday-sclhiool; the ke eper 
would not agree to it, until he had 
seen the commissioners. ‘There are 
in the almshouse 170 poor: 50 of them 
are children; 20 children under ~ 
years. Iam now labouring in 
large town 9 or 10 miles from east to 
west, and 6 or 7 from north to south 
Two or three of the churches are call. 
ed Union Churches, and they admit 
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any one to preach that comes along, 


especially if the preacher is opposed | 


to Sabbath-schools, Bible, and other 
Religious Societies of the like nature, 
but above all if he is opposed to Tem- 
perance Societies. 


Greenville, Bond Co. ( Ill.) May 26. 


There has been but very little done 
in this country for Sunday-schools, 
compared with what ought to have 
been done. We have had many diffi- 


culties to encounter, such as ignorance | 
in ourselves and others, poverty, oppo- | 
sition to the cause, and a very remote | 
situation from any depository. If there | 


could be a depository in this part of 


the State, it would be very much in fa- | 


vour of the good cause. Vandalia is 
a very suitable and central spot, and 
Mr. ——, of ——, a very active man, 


and one who is much engaged for | 
Sunday-schools, and is at this time at | 


the head of one of the best Sunday- 


schools in the State, would make a 


very good depositary. I have no doubt 
but that much good would be the re- 
sult of such a course. The prospect 


in favour of Sunday-schools at this | 


time is very flattering. I went last 


Sabbath about 15 miles into a settle. | 


ment that has for many years been re- 
puted one of the worst 


|| a party school 


laces in the | 


country, to assist in forming a Sunday- | 


school Association, and to organize (if 
you please) a school. 1 found the peo- 
ple very needy, but very civil and at- 
tentive. Several old people became 
scholars; among them was one old 
man and woman who had grandchil- 


only by the aid of glasses. Some 
young men became scholars who could 


spell in two syllables; but what was | 


ee a e-em 


Ohio, July 19, 1830. 
Sir,—I have seen with much satis- 
faction the resolution of the American 
Sunday-School Union to establish Sun- 
day-schools throughout the Mississippi 
Valley. ‘To carry this great object 
into effect, the friends of Sunil - 
schools in the west are particularly 
called upon (as I conceive) to lend at 


| least their personal services in co- 
| operation with those of the east, who 
_are so liberally contributing their 


funds. With these views, { take the 


| liberty to give you some account of 


the situation of this county, with a few 
suggestions as to the means necessary 
to carry this resolution into effect 
within its bounds. 

About 18 months ago, there was a 
County Union Society organized in 
this town, and a respectable library for 
this school obtained; a hope was then 
indulged that there would be several 
auxiliary schools in the county; but 
before this school was got into opera- 
tion, a sectarian jealousy sprung up, 
was established in 


_ town, and the character and object of 


most interesting, was the group of | 


young children, many of them not 


able to distingush one letter from ano- | 
ther, waiting for the word of eternal | 


life. 


Northampton, ( Mass.) July 26, 1830. 


Our school consists of about 580, 
nearly one hundred of whom are over 
seventeen years of age, and many of 
them members of the church. 


Vou. VII.—49 


the American Union so much spoken 
against, and so much prejudice creat- 
ed, that nothing could be done in aid 
of it. This party then attempted to 
establish schools throughout the coun- 
ty; the whole population was pressed 
to pay or subscribe for bibles, tracts, 
and Sunday-school books; some paid, 
and many subscribed who have never 
paid; several schools were commenc- 
ed, but have generally become ex- 
tinct; one, and perhaps the principal 
cause 1s the want of books. [Note.— 


dren several years old, and sawa letter || Many of those who paid got no books 


|| of any sort.) That you may have some 
| better view of this county, I will fur- 


ther observe that, in most of the dis- 
tricts where there is no school at this 
time, in which it is practicable to es- 
tablish schools, the people are unable 
to furnish themselves with books. Per- 


| mit me to give you a brief account of 


a school, two miles from this town, 
which I assisted in organizing on Sab- 
bath, the llth inst. The house is a 
log building, open between the lo 

throughout; no seats except slabs laid 
upon blocks. There were present 28 
scholars; five only could read in the 
Bible, the remainder (6 or 8 of whom 
were over 15) could read indifferent. 
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ly in the spelling-book only. There 
were present three teachers, all heads 
of families, one only a professor—Next 
their library--Among the scholars there 
were two Testaments and one Bible, 
and about 10 half-worn spelling-books. 
The teachers brought about 20 tracts, 


just as the services s of the school were | 
commencing, a gun was fired near the | 
The | 


school house by some hunter. 
families within this district, interested 
in the school are all poor. I told them 
upon what terms books could be ob- 
tained from your society. I told them 

what the friends of Sunday-schools in 
the East are doing for the West, and 
I encouraged them to expect that in 
case they would raise $4 or 5, (a great 
sum for such a purpose, in such a dis- 
trict,) a donation at dozen of Tes- 
taments-would be made to them; I 
thought the promise of a donation of 
the kind named, and that only, would 
excite them to raise something among 
themselves: and unless they can have 
more books than they now have, the 
school will soon close. Now [ suppose 
that there are about 15 districts in 


this country, where it is practicable to | 


establish schools, which will furnish 


be useless. 


In conclusion, I would say that, if | 
the Parent Society is disposed to grant || 


aid in the way above named, if they 
will give me an order for 200 Testa- 


ments on their Depository at Cincin- | 
will undertake to establish 15 | 
schools in this county, (if Divine Pro- | 


nati, I 


vidence permit,) or pay for the books 
at the rate of one dozen for each 
school short of that number, and all 
the schools shall be auxiliary to this 
County Union which is auxiliary to 
the American Sunday-School Union. 
Should your society comply with the 
proposition | have made, I wish the 
order may be forwarded without de- 
lay, that I may this season, perform the 
WOrk. 


The request contained in the above 
letter was complied with at once.] 


From another letler recetwwed from an 
Agent at the West. 


I have now explored nearly all the 











destitute parts of . I know of 
but two places more of this descrip- 


I tion, and these I intended to visit. 
| There are a few places of which no 


hope can at present be entertained of 
introducing the Sunday-school system. 
The want of qualified teachers, is the 
greatest hindrance, that now lies in 
the way of Sunday-schools. Of the ex- 
tent of this evil, you can scarcely form 
any adequate conception, and nothing 


| but the energetic support of the sys- 


tem itself, is ever going to remedy 
the evil complained of, effectually. 

I have lately been informed, that 
the congregations of are now 
enjoying a work of Divine Grace. 
The work commenced in the Sunday- 
school in both these instances, and is 
most prevalent with Sunday-school 
scholars and teachers. 

The work accumulates on my hands 
as I progress in it, so that I am un- 
able to meet all the calls and invita- 
tions that reach me from different 
quarters to visit them as a Sunday- 
school missionary. Much is to be done 


_ by somebody in those places where 


Sunday-schools have hitherto been 


| established, or all will suffer, and may 
30 scholars each, provided a like do- || 


nation is made, and without it, it would | 


become extinct. 


From a Gentleman of the Baptist De- 
nomination, residing in the Western 
Country. 

Dean Sir:—I have been peculiarly 
gratified, and feel deeply interested in 
the recent movements of the Sunday- 
school cause, relative to the Valley of 


_ the Mississippi, many particulars of 
_ which, besides from the periodicals, I 


have received from the Rev. Mr. ——, 
one of your Agents. Since my return 
from the East in 1826, I have been 
able to do but little directly in the 
cause in this widely-extended field, 
over which I formerly ranged, and 
where I aided in planting the first Sun- 
day-schools in our ‘* back woods” and 
‘*‘ prairie” settlements. Yet I have 

not lost my feelings or interest in the 
good work. I have made it a consci- 
entious principle to devote one or two 


| weeks every year exclusively in Sun- 
_ day-school labours abroad. Connected 


with our institution is a Sunday-school 
and Bible Class, which I superintend, 


and in which I officiate every second 
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Sabbath; this | I Raita Retained as a 
kind of model school for this region, 
as we intend that all our students shall 
be trained up for Sunday-school teach- 
ers and superintendents. There are 
now from 30 to 40 of our former stu- 
dents who are dispersed through Mis- 
souri, Illinois, and the adjacent regions 
engaged in Sabbath-schools. About 
the number of 25 have been convert- 
ed, either while here or soon after 
leaving the Seminary, the most of 
whom attribute their first serious im- 
pressions to the Sabbath-school les- 
sons, some of these are contemplating 
the ministry. The first convert at 
this Institution, the eldest son of Gov. 
, iS now in University. 
He was converted while teaching a 
class here. The want of suitable 
teachers and superintendents will be 
the chief difficulty you will have to 
meet inthe great valley, and this I 
can assure you is a formidable one, 
that two years labour cannot remove. 
We will do all in our power to aid you. 
Iam now instructing and impressing 
it upon my students (between 40 and 
50 in number) that they all have to 
enter the field of Sunday-school la- 
bour, and must prepare themselves 
for it. Our monitorial, or system of 
mutual instruction, will tend to pre- 
pare them for teachers. 














From an Agent in the Southern Siaies. 


After writing my last letter, I direct- 
ed my way towards . I was ob- 
liged to ride about 13 miles on Sun- 
day morning to visit a Baptist congre- 
gation. I had been advised to visit 
them by a clergyman of that denomi- 
nation, in District. I arrived 
just before the services of the church, 
and addressed one of the people pre- 
sent, requesting him to introduce me 
to the Minister. Upon making known 
the purpose of my visit, I was imme- 
diately informed that a Sabbath-school 
had existed there, and was thence en- 
couraged to feel that I was upon Sab- 
bath-school ground; but my feelings 
were damped by a remark of one of 
the teachers that the 
had been tried there, and the issue of || 
the experiment was, that it could not 
stand. The scholars left it one by one, 
until the teachers were almost cesert- 
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ed, and they then felt themselves right 
to desert the little remnant of a school. 

I told them that they could not be 
sure of success always, in the first ex- 


| periment, and that the second attempt 


might succeed, where the first failed. 
They had just established prayer 
meetings, for the vacant Sabbaths (for 
they hav e e preaching but once amonth) 
with considerable success; these meet- 
ings are moveable from neighbour- 
hood to neighbourhood, so that a 
school could not be taught in union 
with them, unless by some new ar- 
rangement, and I left them labourin 

to contrive that. But I did not leave 
them without first making some re- 
marks tothe congregation, and detain- 
ing the members of the church to con- 
verse upon this important subject. I 
was pleased to hear them tell of the 
advantages of the school. Here it ap- 
peared, that though led to lay down the 
work in despondency, they had re. 
ceived abundant encouragement in the 
improvement of the school while it 
was carried on. The fact is that a 
Sabbath-school cannot exist without 
doing good, unless by the neglect or 
misconduct of teachers, or some un- 
common cause. They said the * pro. 
ficiency of the scholars had been as 


| great in one season, as it had been in 


two years at the common school,” 
scholars who could not read correctly 
learned to pronounce and observe 
their stops; and 20 years hence, said 
a teacher with an air of much satis. 
faction, they will be able to read well 
in church, or in any place, if called 


| upon; (and this is not a common at- 


tainment here;) some scholars who 
could learn but a few verses at first, 
got to recite two or three chapters, 
and hada store of Scripture know- 
ledge Jaid up for their whole lives. 
One gentleman was in the habit of 
learning portions of Scripture, and 
coming forward to recite with the 
scholars, to encourage them. The 
same pleasing accounts are given of 
many schcols which have struggled 
through difficulties to a premature 
end. ‘hey have still produced great 
good. With all my discouragements 
I do not regret on that account that I 
ever undertook this agency. It is a 


creat and noble work; and to do any 
thine 


in it isof infinite moment, 


er, 
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RANK OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Extract from a letter from a distin- 
guished gentleman in North Caroli- 
na, dated August 20, 1830. 


Whatever of influence I may pos- 
sess, be assured it shall be exerted 
with unabated zeal in the good cause 
of Sabbath-schools; and as far as my 
feeble efforts can effect any thing 
in the same laudable work, they 


never shall be found wanting. To say || more than 40 years of age, who assist- 
| ed in teaching the children their let- 
|| ters, though she could scarcely read: 
| now she says her scholars are getting 
ugainst them but here and there the || 
But it | 
seems to me that the American Sun- | 
day-School Union is especially calcu- | 


that Sabbath-shools are beneficial to 


the community is but the echo of uni- | 


ted Christendom; no voice is raised 


feeble voice of infidelity. 


lsted to produce the greatest practica- 


ble good. This Society, by its univn | 
of sentiment and of actions, and by all | 


the facilities which grow out of sucha 
combination, supported as itis, and as 
i trust ever will be, by public opinion, 


must and will continue to propel your | 


vast moral machine to the effectual 
working of great and lasting happi- 


ness to the human family. The system | 
of instruction is comparatively good, || 
and is susceptible of the highest im- | 


provement. 


To all the great benevolent efforts | 
of the present day (and there are many | 
which excite the wonder of the world) | 
i consider the Sabbath-school system | 
subsidiary in the highest degree. In- | 
deed I should rather consider it the | 


foundation, or a sort of preparatory 


school for all other, and inferior to | 
It has prospered so far beyond | 


none, 
the hope of the community, and given 
such convincing proofs of its utility, 
that nothing I think within the range 


--it must prosper. And to Him let us 
all look for direction, for we all lack 
wisdom. 1 bid you God speed. 


-—- 


THE SLCOND VISIT. 


One of our most devoted Missiona- | 
ries, in revisiting the scene of his | 


labours, thus writes— 


**[ next visited the school six miles 
north of J It commenced in 


January, soon after my visit, and in a | 











and on the Sabbath? 


short time increased to sixty scholars, 
notwithstanding bad weather, a crowd- 
ed house, &c. Mrs. H*** said that a 
class of seven girls who commenced 
attending the school in the fore part 
of the spring, in words of two sylla- 
bles, now commit a number of verses 


| to memory every week, and a fort- 
| night since, one of them recited the 
| fourth chapter of Matthew. 


I was 
also informed of a Mrs. I***, a lady 


forward of her, and that she has to 


| study diligently to prepare herself to 


hear her class. One man observed in 


| regard to the school, ‘you may see 


the effect of the Sunday-school in the 


_ rapid increase of the rabbits in the 


neighbourhood.’ 
‘©T saw a remark a few days since 


| in regard to female teachers coming on 
| from the East, to aid in carrying for- 


ward the noble resolution of the A. 


| §. S. U. which led me to reflect more 


on the subject than [had done. It is 
a fact that parents in this part of the 
country think less of the education of 
their daughters than of their sons, anc 


| of course will be at less pains to se- 


cure it than to obtain a good education 
for their sons. 

Again, the education of the female 
part of the community, is considered 
complete at the age of twelve or four- 


teen years, and however small have 


been their previous advantages, all 
further opportunities of improvement 
are cut off, and thus qualified, they are 


| called to take charge ofa family at 16, 
_ and frequently at 14 or 15, years ot 
|| age. 
of the most perspicuous observer can || 
urrest its course. [tis the Lord’s work | 


ooking hese facts in con- 
Looking at these facts inc 

nexion with the influence which mo- 
thers have in forming the character of 


| a nation, has given me a deeper sense 
|| of the importance of Sunday-schools 
| in this country than I have ever be- 
| fore felt, especially in respect to the 
| female part of the community. 


W ho 
can calculate the amount of good 
which might be accomplished by a 
pious female, who woukl devote her 


whole attention to the instruction of 


her own sex, both during the week 
Who can esti- 
mate the influence of such an indivi- 
vidual in forming the future character 
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of this people? There is a wide field 
where even the most timid of the 


daughters of Zion may do for their di- H 


vine Lord and Master. 





JUST AND IMPORTANT SENTIMENTS RES- 
PECTING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF 
TLACHERS. 

One grand object of our Magazine is 
accomplished, though it should be 


only a sort of exchange where the | 
teachers and friends of Sunday-schools | 


may meet, from time to time, and 
give each other the results of obser- 
vation and experience. 

The most animating and triumphant 


evidence of the increasing utility and | 


importance of Sunday-school instruc- 
tion, is found in almost every line of 


i] 


} 


i 


the first ten ortwelve pages ofthis num- | 


ber. Sunday-school teachers should 
read, nay mus¢ read, with deep inter- 
est, What has such a direct, constant, 
and important bearing on all their offi- 
cial duties. 

Among other documents received 
within the last month, we have exam- 
ined, with much interest, the “ Second 
Annual Report of the New Hampshire 
Baptist Sabbath-school Union,” pre- 
sented at their annual meeting held at 
Cornish, June 22, 1830, and publish- 
ed by the Board of Managers. 

The prominent, and, as we think, 
most important characteristic of this 
report, is the high and just importance 
it attaches to the qualifications of teach- 
crs. The subject is introduced by a 
resolution recommending to ail Pas- 
tors and superintendents vigorously 
to exert themselves to raise the stand- 
ard of qualification and training for 


this momentous employment, and so- | 


licit every teacher, as early as pos- 
sibie, to procure such publications 
as are most valuable for their usc. 
The report itself will be found to en- 





force and illustrate, very happily, the 
spirit of this resolution. 

The report estimates the number 
of suitable subjects of Sunday-school 
instruction, in that State, at 75,000, 
of whom one sixth part may claim the 
special attention of the Baptist denom- 
ination. 


‘The total number of Auxiliaries 
reported to this Union the present 
year, is 22—of schools, 35—of teach- 
ers, 237—of scholars, 1540;—making 
an increase, over those reported last 
year, of 2 Auxiliaries, 8 schools, 25 
teachers, and 318 scholars. Of the 
schools reported, 8 or 10 are contin- 
ued through the winter, and four ob- 
serve the Sunday-school Monthly Con- 
cert. Only 2 are reported as taking 
any Sabbath-school periodical. But 
8 out of the whole, report Bible-clas- 
ses in connexion with the schools. In 
these, are 484 pupils. This is an in- 
crease, however, of 5 classes and 314 
pupils over the returns of last year. 
All the schools have libraries; and the 
number of volumes reported this year 
is 2695; being an increase of 1580 vol- 
umes. And which is more encoura- 
ging than all the rest, 14 teachers and 
45 scholars are reported to have join- 
ed the church during the year, besides 
a number more who give evidence of 
having experienced, though they have 
not yet publicly professed, religion— 
vielding an increase of 12 teachers 
and 43 scholars over the results of 
last year. 

‘*Such are the actual returns. But 
as the Constitution of the Union re- 
quires, inthe Annual report, a state- 
ment of the probable number of all 
the schools in the Baptist connexion 
within this State, we proceed to re- 
mark, that from 6 of our Auxiliaries, 
and these by no means the least effi- 
cient, we have not received returns 
during the year. At least, not in sea- 
son to be incorporated with this Re- 
port. Besides these, your Board have 
heard of 11 churches whose schools 
have not yet become Ausiliary. If 
to these 17 we apply the same rule of 
results as in the 22 Auxiliaries report- 
ed, and add these together, it will 
vicld the following aggregate as the 
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probable number in the whole State— 
schools 61; Teachers 401; scholars 
2684; volumes in the library, 4695; 
teachers who have made a profession 
of religion during the year, 25; schol- 
ars do, 81; Bible-classes in connexion, 
14; Bible-class pupils, 847. Making 
an increase over the random opinion 
hazarded last year, of 1 school, 51 
teachers, 884 scholars, and 2195 libra- 
ry volumes. 

“THe Amenican SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
Usion, of which we are now a regu- 
lar branch, notwithstanding a clamour 
of infidel opposition, is still moving 
forward in the majesty of increasing 
strength. It is emphatically ‘a so- 
CIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE 
UNIVERSAL, MORAL AND RELIGIUUS ED- 
UCATION OF THE rouna.’ ” 


It seems that, in the six Associations | 
embraced by the Union, there are | 
eighty-one churches, of which, thirty- | 


eight only have Sabbath-schools; and 


of the thirty-eight, twenty-two, only, | 


reported. 


We have only room for a portion of | 
the remarks which are made on the | 
important subject of the qualifications | 


of teachers, 
*‘In endeavouring to ascertain the 


principal causes which retard the suc- , 


cess of Sabbath-schools, the conviction 
has become general, that the system 
suffers more from one particular cause 
than from the combined operation of 
all the rest. This general conviction 
is painfully shared by your Board. 
They are deeply and definitely per- 
suaded, that neither the virulence of 
infidel opposition, nor the force of 
sectarian prejudice, nor the uncon- 
scious influence of Antinomian princi- 
ples, nor the benumbing torpor of in- 
dolence, nor the privations of poverty, 
nor the sparseness of population, nor 
the absence of suitable superintend- 
ence, no, nor all united, are so great 
un obstacle to the highest efliciency 
of the Sabbath-school system, as the 
want of suitably qualified teachers. 
In view of this fact, the Board feel con- 
strained to call the attention of their 
Auxiliaries to the primary duty of 


RAISING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACH- 


ERS IN OUR SABBATH-SCHOOLS, AND OF 





INCREASING THEIR NUMBER BY A SYs 
TEM OF REGULAR AND WELL-ADAPTED 
TRAINING. 

** Let Sabbath-school teachers learn 
to magnify their office. Let them re- 
member that the dearests interests of 
suciety, and of posterity, are commit 
ted to their hands, along with the chil. 
dren confided to their instructions. 
Let them remember that these chil- 
dren are to be, in their turn, fathers, 
and mothers, and citizens, and rulers: 
that in a few years they will carry the 
sentiments and feelings imbibed at the 
Sabbath-school, not only into the re- 
tirement of domestic life, but into the 
high places of influence and power. 
Let them remember how precious is 
the material they have to work upon— 
|| the mmMontrat minp;—how precious 
|} the means with which they work—the 





| Worp or Gonp;—how precious the mo- 
ments—the Lorp’s Day, the accepted 
| time, the day of salvation. Let them 
| hear the Saviour saying, Zuke heed 
| how ye despise one of these little ones. 
| Let them meditate the disclosures of 
| the judgment—the awful depths of 
eternity—and bear in mind the mo- 
‘| mentous truth, that ‘ whosoever has 
| the regulation of the associations of 
| another from early infancy, is, to a 
|| great degree, the arbiter of his happi- 
| ness or misery.”* If by such reflec 
| tions they are led to exclaim, who is 
sufficient for these things? it is to be 
hoped they will feel more deeply anx- 
ious to avail themselves of the means 
indispensable to qualify them proper- 
ly for their responsible office.”’ 

What are those means’? We do but 
_ name some of them, in saying, the Bi- 
ble—a Bible Dictionary and Atlas— 
Lloyd’s Teachers’ Manual, and some 
Sabbath-school Periodical—if possible, 
by all means the American Sunday- 
school Teachers’ Magazine. Let these 
at least be procured, and used with 
unwearied study and unceasing pray- 
er. He who does this, may humbl) 
hope in time to be a competent Sab- 
bath-school Teacher. 
| But we want to train up under God 
without delay, a whole race of such 
|| Teachers. And whence must this 


| 


| new race arise, but from the bosom of 


| our Sabbath-schools? It should be in- 
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culcated early and late upon every 
scholar, that in his turn he must be- 


come hereafter a teacher, in some one | 


of the innumerable departments of in- 
struction, and that now is the time to 
qualify himself for the tasks of future 
life and usefulness. But this is not all. 
A Bible Class, to embrace all the 


older pupils of the school, and carry | 


them forward year after year to still 
higher attainments in Scripture know- 
ledge—important as it is to the regu- 
lar gradation of the system—is not 
all. ‘To complete and crown the sys- 
tem, every school should have, under 
the special care of the Pastor or Su- 
perintendents, a select band of such 
of the riper scholars as show some 
taste and aptitude for the employ- 
ment—who shall be studiously trained 
to teach—who shall be well informed 
not only in the word of truth, but also 
in the best methods of communicating 
instruction; and well skilled in the 
divine art of awakening, unfolding, sti- 
mulating, and directing the infant 
mind in matters of eternal moment-- 
that, by the blessing of God, it may 
early and effectually be made wise 
unto salvation. Ina word, there should 
be attached to every Christian congre- 
gation, aiming to extend and multiply 
the benefits of Christianity, and to per- 
petuate them to posterity, what in 


technical language is called a ‘* Model | 


School.”—And thus should the system 
go on, with accelerating energy, until 


the earth shall be full of the knowledge | 


of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

The present is no time for inaction 
and delay. The signs of the times are 
fullof uncommon omen. We live in 
the very crisis of prodigious events. 


The world is labouring with the throes | 
of that last conflict which is to pre- | 
cede the universal triumph of the | 
Our own country is shaken | 


Cross. 
with the shock of eager combatants, 


hastening to try, in one great and de- | 


cisive encounter, the grand question, 
whether the Bible is from God, and 
is man’s only rule as the revelation of 
the Almighty Will. For ourselves, 


we entertain no fears as to the final | 


issue of this encounter. We believe 


that the Jubilee of the whole earth is 
at hand. And we believe that it is to | 
be brought about, not by might or by 


power, but by the Spirit of the Lord of 
Hosts. 
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| *Gerrit Smith, Esqr. 30 00 

50 
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| ++Mra. H. C. Cochrem, Chatham, N, J. 
| +tBelvidere, N. J. Sundry Collections 


DONATIONS received by the American Sun- 
day-School Union, from August 12th to Sep- 
tember 12th, 1830—inclusive. 

I. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 

upwards. 

jRev. A. D. Eddy, Canandaigua, N. Y. 
in part, Sil oo 

Il. OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 

upwards. 

§Mrs. E. D. Swift, wife of Rev. Mr. 
Swift, of Pittsburg, Pa. 

lil. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 

By the payment of three dollars and 


up wards. 


30 00 


Elijah Paine, Williamstown, Vt. 1830. 5 00 
Noble Lovely, Charlotte, Vt. 1830. 3 00 
LV. DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND, 
+Miss M. M‘Arthur, Johnstown, N. J. 1 00 
tRev. Mr. Morgan, do. 1 00 
+Davis Allen, do. 1 00 
+Mrs Maria Morgan, do. 1 00 
tJoseph Guilhot, do. 0 10 


tPaul Beck, Junr, Philad. (in addition 

to $5,30 before paid.) 500 
Contribution in Canandaigua, N. Y. = 23 
| F. Crosby, Lyons, N. Y. 1 
Contribution, do. - 5 
€From the Presbyterian Ch. of Hudson, 

N. Y. under the care of Rev. Wm. 

Chester, August 29, 1830. as follows, 

viz. Hudson Sabbath school, 0 
Ladies Sewing Society, 16 
**S. S. Concert” Privilege Society con- 

sisting of a few pious ladies, 1 
G. D. Fowler, 83; Warren Rockwell,2. 5 
Mrs. Kockwell, John Raynor, R. Ray- 

nor, J. E. Rockwell, E. W. Rockwell, 

D. Fowler, J. Platt, Mrs. Platt, Eli- 

zabeth Platt, Ed. Thurston, J. Hum- 

phreys, J. W. Fairfield, N. T. Broech, 

Jane T. Broech, H. Benedict, R. Fol- 

ger, F. H. Sevens, and two teachers, 

19 in all, $1 cach, 19 00 
H. H. S. Broech, 50 cts; Mrs. Pierce, 

50 cts, 00 
Two teachers, 50 cts each, 1 00 
A teacher, 25 cts; 2 scholars, 25 cts, 

cach, 


3338s 


sk 88 


| Walthourville Female S. S. Ricebow, 


Ga. forwarded by Mr. R. Hooker, 


at Concerts of Prayer, 7 $5 
V. MISSIONARY FUND, 


| Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 


the following Societies Auxiliary. 
Shiloh, S. S. Kemtucky, 3 00 


| Salem, Co. N. J. S. S&S U. per Rev. 


Wm. Bacon, Pres. 
Lower Mt. Bethel, Pa. S. S. Association, 
Hay’s Sehool House, Kent. Sunday. 
School, 
Warren, Co. N. J. 


28 83 


S. S. U. 












q 





# 
Ls 
: 
a2 
bi 
- ‘24 
a2 
' ae 
: 
} 
i 
# 
. > 
$¢ : 
% : 
3 
iy 
e 
4 Fl 
‘+ 
a : 
"> § 
es; oe 
4s 
ie 
‘ea 
iz 
5 
ee 
; 





October. 





DONATIONS. 
Hartford, Co. Cont. S. S. U. being the 
Third Quarterly payment for the 
support of a Missiovary in Mo. & IIL 100 00 


VI. DONATIONS TO THE VALLEY OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI FUND. 


In the city of New York.—Wm. B. Humbert, | 


50; Miss Fanny Otis, 3; Rev. Ebenezer Ma- 
sun, 20; Rev. Benj. H. Rice, 20; A Lady, 20; 
P. R. Starr, 20; A Lady and her son, 2; 50 cts; 
Miss Eliz. B. Grant to Constitute the Rev. 
Charles Whitehead, Hopewell, N. Y. a life 
member, 30; Mr. Smith, by R. T. Haines, 1; 
Job Chandler, by do. 2; Mr. Marshall and Fa- 
mily, by do. 3; Mr. Terry, by do. 2; Miss Hoe, 
1; An association of Ladies in Fishkill, N. Y. 
by Miss Mary Bunce, Secy. 20; A teacher, 
Philadelphia, 2,75; J. S. Bacheldor, Utica, 2; J. 
E. Clark, do. 2; New Hartford, N. Y. N. Coe, 5; 
N. H. Kelly, 5; D. W. Rasonell, 5; C. Babcock, 
5; Mrs. Doubleday, 1,25; Ann Doubleday, 2; E. 
Palmer, 1; Maria Wells, 1; Theodore Miller, 1; 
G. Kilburn, 1,25; David Risley, 2; Mrs. Ris- 
ley, 50 cts; E. Williams, 3; Dica Pierce, 50 cts; 
Sarah Pierce, 12} cts; C. Wilcox, 124; Cash 1. 
—Whitesboro, N. Y. Thomas Beeche, 1; Lucy 
Briggs, 1; Osias Wilcox, 1; Miss Barrington, 
124 cts; Mrs. Wileox, 50 ets; Cash, 25 cts; York 
Mill Society, 5,66.—Westmoreland, N. Y. R. 
Sweeting, 50 ets; R. G. Carter, 1; A. Wilhams, 
1; J. Townshend, 1; N. Townshend, 3; M. 
‘Townshend, 25 cts; E. Townshend, 25 cts; Mr. 
Bringham, 1; A. Svymour, 2; A. Ameeting, 50 
cts; G. Langford, 1; Jsaac Seymour, 1; S. S. 
Delano, 1; A. Friend, 25 cts; Cash, 50 cts; J. 
Wales, 2.—Rome, N. Y. C. Brown, 1; G. W. 
Pope, 2; Seth B. Roberts, 12; F. Wright, 1; C. 
Hayden, 2; F. Bicknell, 1, Cash 26,50; G. Wor- 
thington, 1; R. H. Hurlburt, 3; C. Hollister, 
50 cts; A. Blair, 5; A. Mundge, 1; Israel Derr- 
nis, 1; A. Flint, 1; B. Hubbard, 25 cts; H. A. 
Foster, 5; O. C. Grosvenor, 2; N. H. Carr, 1.— 


Vernon Centre, S. H. Hungerfold, 75 cts; I. | 


Hill, 50 cts; S. Smith, 50 cts; B. D. Allen, 50 
ets; J. W. Cook, 50 cts; Levi Hill, 50 ets; John 
Waters, 37} cts; D. Pettibone, 75 cts; Ashbel 
Norton, 50 cts, P. Smith, 37} cts; Cash 12} cts; 
D. Bronson, 2; Collection in the Baptist Church, 
Whitesboro, N. ¥. 5,30; Do in Pres. Church, 
13,49; Collection in Pres. Ch. New Hartford, 
N. Y. 23,30; Do in S. S. 3,03.—Oneida village, 
N. Y. Rev. George Freeman, 1.—Vernon Vil- 
lage, N. Y. from members of the Presbyterian 
Church to constitute their Pastor, the Rev. A. 
Garrison, a life member, 34,12; H. Stevens, 1; 
S. Higenbotham, 2; John Warren, 1; Charles 
Granger, 50 ets; George Burton, 25 ets; Rev. 
Calvin Bushnell, 2.—4ugusta, N. Y. from Sun- 
wdry persons, 13; R. J. Lewis, 16 cts; John Le- 
is, 1; Evastus Lewis, 1; Jno. Knox, 50 cts; 
R. B. D. Wolf, 25 cts; M. Sperry, 50 ets; Da- 
vid Umbler, 50 cts; John Bird, 2; Mrs. M,. 
‘Thompson, 50 cts; * Widow's mite,” 1; Friend, 
i; Friend, 50 ets.—|| Rochester, N. Y. B. Camp- 
bell, 5; Susan Staunton, 3; Erastus Cook, 3; 
L. L. Peet, 1; A. Wakely, 5; Gen. J. Gould, 
3: 1 Sencell 1: A. Sampson. 3; N. Aldrich, 


$20 Receipts. 


| 


1; M. Chapin, 3.—Riga N. Y. Henry Brewster, 
5.— Brookport, N. Y. from a few individuals at 
the conferences of Churches, 4,75; Members of 
the first Pres. Church to constitute their Pas- 
tor, the Rev. Joseph Myers, a life member, 30 


| —Ogden, N. Y. Charles Church, P. M. 10; S. 
| Wilcox, 50 cts; Wm. A. Chapman, 25 cts; G. 


W. Willey, 5; W. Wright, 25 cts; A. Arnold, 


‘| 3; E. Arnold, 1; Austin Spencer, 2; F. Olmsted, 
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1; J. Ball, 1; Dea. J. Brown, 1.— New tLebanon, 
N. ¥. Rev. Mr. Churchill, 2,50; R. Woodruff, 
2; Thomas M‘ Kendall, 6,76; M. Kendall, 25 cts: 
R. Kendall, 25 cts; D. K. 6} cts; Mary Jewell, 
25; Dr. H. D. Wright, 1; Jsaac Everett, 1; 8. 
Prabody and family, 1,25; John Preabody,1; | 
Shelton, 5.—New York City. W. A. Booth, 25; 


| A Lady by J. P. H. 1; Mrs. J. Leavitt, 5; Miss 


Harriet Wilcy, 5; Miss Eliza Wiley, 3; from 
the scholars of Female School, No. 3, attached 
to Dr. Spring’s Church, 74 Testaments, 2 bi- 
bles; Male Schvol, 26 Testaments & 4 Bibles, 
with Pamphiets and tracts, and a few small 
books recived through N. Y. Dep’y.; Clarissa 
Becell, 1; R. M. O. a little boy in school, No 
14. 6 cts; M. Foster, 2; H. Hart, 2; James A. 
Kissam, 2; From the Superintendents, Teach 
ers, and scholars in school No. 37. attached to 
the African Baptist Church in Anthony street, 
25; Marcus Wilbur, 20; S. T. Hubbard, 15; C. 
C. Mudge, 3; D. Brown, 2; James Simmon, 

H. H. Ludlow, 5; Stephen Holt, 3; Abijah 
Fisher, 25; T. Darling, 25; Silas Holmes, 40, 
E. Merrill, §; A. R. Whetmore, 25; Samue! 
Walker, 5; O. Halstead, 20; M. Ketchum, 25; 
S. P. Staples, 10; G. Hallock, 10; N. J. Jen- 
nings, 5; F. W Burke, 2; J. Brothers, 50; J. 
Kershaw, 2,50; D. L. S. Stephens, 5; R. H 


_ M‘Curdy, 5; T. Cochran, 5; S, Cochran, 5; F. 


Cochran,5; S. L. Philips,2; R. T. Haines, 
250; Mrs. Hedges, 5; George W. Snow, 1; D. 
Chandler, 5; Ann Easton, 5; Petersburg, Va. 
per. Edwin James, Jr. 200; “ S” of Springfield, 
Mass. 10; Rev. Robert Cathcart, York, Pa. 10; 
¢Cincinnati, Ohio, sundry individuals, 242,50; 
First Pre. Congregation in the borough of Eas- 
ton, Pa. of which the Rev. J. Gray is Pastor, 
First instalment of which $30, is to constitute 
Rev. J. Gray a L. M. 121; C. Veyhte, 2,10; 
Enclosed in an Anonymous Letter, Philad. 5; 


| t+From the Teachers and a few Friends of 


S. S. in Elizabeth, N. J. to constitute Rev 
Jobn T. Halsey a L. M. 30; ++From Members 
of Cong. at Woodbridge, N. J. to constitut: 
their Pastor, Rev. Mr. Barton, a L. M. 30; 
From Scholars of 1st S. School of Ist Pres 
Ch. Pittsburg, Pa. per Rev J. L. Grant, 20,15; 
From 2nd. School of the same Ch. 2,91; Rev. 
J. B. Adams, 5; Dr. J. D. Harris, per Rev. J. 
B. Adams, 1; Mrs. Anna Knox, do 1. 





+ Per Rey. J. M‘llvaine. 

¢ Per Rev. R. Baird, General Agent. 
§ Per Rey. J. F. Halsey. 

fj Per Rev. B. F. Pratt. 

¢§ Per Rev. Dr. Ely. 

* Per Rev. J. Beecher. 

++ Per Dr Enetish 





